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Thousand Oaks Chinese School

Income Statement

For the Sevenn Months Ending January 31,  1998

Revenues
Tuition Receipts £ §
PVA Fees -
Fund Raising-Store Coupons
Private Gifts & Grants # &
T-Shirt Sales
Book Sales _
Miscellaneous Income SAT II # X % %
Interest Income #1 8
Tuiton Refunds
PVA Fee Refund
Registration Fee Forfeiture

Total Revenues

Expenses
Teacher Compensation k5 # ¥
Teacher Continuing Education &5 8 4
Occupancy Expenese & 44
Repair and Maintenancei® # - i M3
Activity-New Year
Activity-Sports
Activity-Speech &% i% + BI%EILE
Activity-Calligraphy
Activity-Jcopardy
Classroom Activities 53 %4 2K ¥ A
Classroom Supplies/Copy Exp # 63 ¥4 # - P
Publications Expense
Printing/Copy Expenses #:3§¢P &1 - % ¢F
Mailing Expenses # %
Books, Subscription & Library #c# 8 X B § #
School Supplies 4% &R+ # - WK
Meetings & Conferences dto ] # X EREH R
Membership Fees
Public Relations -- Redwood 422 & M1%1E %

Meals & EnterTainment % & & T.0. High * Redwood 2

#MERLR
Bank Charges
Depreciation Expense #& & %
Other Expenses '

Purchase Disc-Expense Items
Total Expenses
Net Income

Year to Date

37,610.75
0.00
0.00

50.00
0.00
2,00
50.00
634.34
(720.00)
0.00
0.00

37.627.09

15,665.00
103.85
6,835.70
130.96
0.00
0.00
1,052.52
0.00
0.00
2,090.00
1,102.66
0.00
1,040,97
119.89
491.77
366.26
350.00
0.00
668.74
589.00

4.00
0.00
300.00
0.00

30,911.01
6.716.08
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Whatis = “C.C.C.A.”

Translated by
- Nancy Wu

Conejo Chinese Cultural Association was officially established in 1980 when tree
prominent women, Pearl Wong, Ivy Yen, and Polly Wong benefited the Chinese
community by founding this nonprofit organization for the purpose of education. Ever
since, students and members have increased every year.

In 1984, during the tenth anniversary of the establishment of Thousand Oaks Chinese
School, Mrs. Chang-Zhao Huang, the first chair of C.V.C.C.A, retired and passed down
the demanding responsibility of chairperson to Mr. Johann Shing. One after another, each
succeeding chair contributed to our growing organization. We honor the dedication of our
wonderful chairpersons. Their efforts have contributed significantly to serving Chinese
inhabitants and promoting cultural exchange.

But nevertheless, C.V.C.C.A. rapid growth also created some problems. The original
charter, drafted in 1980, could no longer accommodate our changing environment and the
diverse needs of the 1990. As a result, in 1993, Chairman Arthur Chiou appointed a
committec to revise the original charter. This revised version reflected C.V.C.C A.
ultimate goals including: the unification of all Chinese, building of camaraderie with other
races and cultures, and the enhancement of cultural exchange. Our new charter, finished
in 1994, was received with much approbation. A final amended version of the charter was
done in 1996. At that time, the association had changed its name to the Conejo Chinese
Culture Association (C.C.C.A..)

A Multipurpose organization, C.C.C.A. have sprouted from the establishment of our
Thousand Qaks Chinese School. The two groups, like two sides of a coin, are virtually
inseparable. While the Association is largely responsible for issues regarding community
service and cultural interactions, it plays an ancillary role in education, leaving most of
the decision making to administrators of our Chinese School.

Today, C.C.C.A. consists of nearly five hundred members. Our sincere gratltude goes
out to our outstanding founders whom, without their far-sighted wisdom and persistence,
this organization would be virtually non-existent. Former chairpersons such as Mr. and
Mrs. Wong and Mr. Chiou have moved out of California. But regardless of the miles,
their influences are always carried in our memories. Other elders who have helped and
continue to shape our community, though long retired, never hesitate to give a hand.

C.C.CA. is the fruit of tremendous personal sacrifices. We deeply hope for all
members to not forget out difficult journey to success and continue to strive for
improvement in the future. May C.C.C.A. be in the heart of all of us and prosper with
every progressing year. Finally, we wish you all a very happy New and a pleasant 1998!
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FRA X ER 1996-19TRX &
Thousand Qaks Chinese School Sept. 1996 to Jun. 1997

Income/Expense
INCOME iz A EXPENSE X i
Tuition & PVA Fees $71,8682 Teachers Compensation & Benefits $27,792
PRI EKEEBR W00 W18 ¥
Parents Raised Fund 87,262 School Rent & Maintenance $14,904
REANX REHD
interest $7T Teachers Training, Conference & Meeting $3.908
B B NHOE, T
Classroom Supplies, Fees & School Activities $9,802
B L FEMRHR
Textbooks & Teaching Materiails $2.462
-k Bk
Printing, Photos & Supplies $5,117
D) kT FOHE X5 98 IR
Public Relations, Gifts & Awards $1,888
N F: Byl g
Membership £r %
CCCA, NCAQCLS, SCCCS $2,585
Total Income i A $79,845 Total Expenses % H $68,438
Balance & & $11,407

B EPI  ORE - WIRTT - MM REE > Ak BT EHRBERELS
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The Most Remarkable Person In Chinese History'

B ERB S E = R B/ (E® Bk s A

Through the pages of time, the history of China has been both remarkable and impressive. No other country
in the world can boast of such colorful, imaginative, and powerful products as those produced in China. China
greatest achievements have been in the fields of politics, technaology, literature, arts and academics. Tha influence
of Confucius and his philesophy of morals and tradition, Ching Shi Huang and the building of the Great Wall of
China, and Sun Yie Sian and his erection of the Republic of China are but a few examples that attest to the
greatness of the country and its peopie. China's past resonates in our hearts and our souls as we proclaim to be
the inheritors of such a beautiful history and its cultural treasures.

The most remarkable person in Chinese history is undoubtedly Cai Lun, the inventor of paper. No other
invention in the history of mankind has had the ability to educate and mold people as thoroughly and completely as
paper. As far back as 4000 B.C., the Sumerians in Mesopotamia began recording their wedge-shaped Cuneiform
on clay tablets. In 3500 B.C., the Egyptians recorded their history on papyrus obtained from the Nile River. In more
recent centuries, Asian Indians used tree bark and leaves for recordation, while the Europeans utilized parchment,
the skins of animals.

Early Chinese characters recorded on turtle shells, animal bones, bamboo, wood, metal, silk cloth, and rocks
first appeared in Huang He Valley. These materials, however, had many drawbacks because of their weight,
expense, and scarcity. For axample, the Emperor Ching Shi Huang read his memos on an average of 120 Kitlograms
of supplies a day. But the common peasant had neither the access nor the money for such materials. Although silk
cloth was fighter than the other materials, it was very expensive to produce. In time, many people recognized the
need for a lightweight and ecenomic material to write on.

Although Cai Lun has been credited with the invention of paper in 105 A.D, paper was actually
manufactured as early as 200 B.C. during the Han dynasty. However, this earliest form of paper was of poor quality
and very scarce. Cai Lun improved and perfected the process of making paper. Originaily. the silk left over from
garment-making was soaked and pounded on a bamboo bed, and, after it dried, the silk had characteristics similar
to paper. Cai Lun began using other materials, such as mulberry, bamboo fibers. fish nets and rage. Because
Cai Lum was a Chinese court official who was in charge of the palace workshops, he had the labor and materials at
his disposal to experiment with paper-making. Eventudlly, he was able to improve the quality of both the paper and
the process. The basic process manipulated the abillity of the plant cells of flbers to bond together when a pulp
made form the fibers was spread on a screen and dried. Vegelable fibers, flax, or hemp were shredded and reduced
to pulp in water. A screen was dipped in the pulp and removed with a thin layer of pulp. As the water drained off,
pulped fibers meshed and matted into a sheet, which was then dried and pressed. By 200 A.D., the paper-making
pracess had become thoroughly refined. Even as paper-making spread throughout the world, Cai Lun's original
theory and process never changed. Over the centuries, the manual process was replaced by automation and
machinery, but the underlying method of paper-making has not changed.

By the 3rd and 4th centauries, paper had become the primary medium for writing. From the 3rd through the
8th centauries, a machine that automatically pulled the fibers out of the sheet was invented, and more bleach was
added to make the paper whiter. The paper was pounded thinner, and preservatives were added to Keep it from
being consumed by bugs and insects. In the Sui and Tang dynasties, paper-making quickly became popular.
After the printing press was invented during the Song dynasty, the demand for paper increased dramatically.
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China's art of paper-mking was kept a secret for more than 500 years. Eventually, however, the process
spread through the rest of the world. By 810 A.D., Korea and Vietnam had acquired the ant, and before long, the
process also arrived in Japan. In the year 770, the Japanese published one million copies of block-printed
Buddhist prayer paper. in 751 A.D., the Arab city of Samarkand was attacked by marauding Chinese. Amang the
Chinese captured in the baitle were men who were skilled in the process of paper-making. The governor of
Samarkand forced the prisoners to build. and operate a paper mill. Thus, the process of paper-making spread to
the Arabs. Because Samarkand had an abundant supply of water, hemp, and flax, Samarkand soon becama the
paper-making center of the Arab world. During the Moorish invasion of Spain, the paper-making process finally
reached Europe. The first European paper mill was constructed in 1150 at Jativa. The technique soon spread
through many parts of Europe. Paper mills were started in ltaly (1276), France (1348) , Germany (1390). and
England {1494). By the 16th century, paper was being made throughout most of Europe. Cai Lun's proecess
remained fundamentally unchanged as the procedure reached all parts of the world.

in China, paper played a prominent role in the development and svolution of Chinese culture. Paper is one
of the main components of China’s primary art form: calligraphy. The most distinctive qualities of calligraphy
emerge out of the reactions between brush, ink, and paper. Through the development of this ancient art and its
use of paper we are able to understand and share the values of our Chinese ancestors.

Cai Lun invented the onae thing that our world cannot be without. Paper is present in our work, messages,
games, advertisements, news, art, and is used practically everywhere. Because of paper. children can be taught,
naws can be transmitted throughout the world, and our worid has made great strides forward. Paper has
allowed philosophy to be spread, ideas to be written down and expanded upon, and lovers to express their
emotions to each other. |t is the one thing that all great people in history have used to accomplish their objectives.
Bacause of Cai Lun’s inventive genius, our minds have been molded and influenced as history is made and
recordad.

It is not enough to proclaim Cai lun as the most remarkable person in China because of his invention
of paper without even discussing the revolution that followed his discovery. Paper, alone, has affected the lives
of everyone in one way or another. The paper revolution has reached every cormer of the world. By the word
revolution, | do not mean a violent or bloody upheaval. Rather, the paper revolution has had a pervasive effect
on almost every living person, Paper has enabled people throughout the world to communicate their ideas
more effectively and efficiently. Paper has given peop'a the opportunity to improve their lives though education
and reading, and o express their creativity and to preserve their drawings on paper. People have baen able to
further the spread of civilization through paper: philosophy has peen written down, art has been drawn, and
experiments have been recorded, all on paper.

Never has one product had such a variety of uses as Cai Lun’s invention. The bottom of the birdcage is
coverad with yesterday's newspaper; children cut out paper hearts for their valentine sweethearts; and little boys
yearn about asrodynamics from folding and flying paper airplanes. The products made from paper are almost infinite.
We use absorbent paper for toweling, toiletries, and sneezing. Special paper has been produced that is resistant
to flame, mo'd, and insects. Paper can also be molded into sturdy egg containers, and used in industrial equipments.
Sound-insulating paper is used in acoustic boards, while diaper wipes are made out of paper soft enough to clean
a baby's behind. Paper is amazing in its uses and versatility.

Cai Lun is the greatest and most remarkable person in Chinese history. In fact, in the future, only the
computer may be able to parallel the impact and infiuence that paper has had on the human race during the last
two thousand years. Because of Cai Lun, our minds have been moldad and influenced, history has been made and
recorded. Cai Lun, the inventor of paper, has made the strongest impression on the world, and me.
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(1} Agoura Hills Morrison Range 4+3, 3 car garage
Asking 5459,900. Also for lease 52,600/Mo
(2) Moorpark Northview 4+3. One bedroom & (a1 R ]iT{c/ VI PAL LER & CO.
one bath down, for sale. Asking $255,000. LU SR REALTORS®
(3) Thousand Oaks Chanteclair 4+3+bonus room
gate community, for lease $2,600/Mo
(4) Agoura Hills Oakview Range 3+2.5+view
for lease 51,880/Mo
¢{5) Thousand Oaks Wildflower 4+3, 3 car garage

for lease $2,000 Mei Huang
ﬁg\ ?&ﬁ\ H‘.’zfﬁx %ﬂﬁ@ﬁ% Kﬁﬁjﬁ%{ﬁ:%&%ﬁﬁﬂ Reaqitor Associale
o RS BORHENWAK . FEERARIIRF :
Bhi2 B 51> 5] (818)889-0030 x.123
£ 5 (818)991-3866
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g H}: ),i_ ﬂ_ DR. SHARON K. TSO
F & 45 JE (818) 883-3922 T E o=

20439 SHERMAN WAY « CANOGA PARK, CA. 91306 (CORNER OF MASON) ;

Computer Spirit

The Same Friendly Team Serving You Since 1989
Custom Contigured PCs And SUN Workstations
@2D/3D Graphics Workstations & Multimedia Video Editing Systems

®intel & SUNMuiti Processor Servers, Disk Array & All Storage Solutions ime' .
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Travel is more than tickets -
and we're more than an average
agency - we're full service !

« Business travel » 1400 offices worldwide

» Complete vacation for your convenience &
planning assurance

« Cruise Specialist « American Express

+ Club Med experts Travelers Cheques

Northridge Professional Plaza

9700 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA 91324
Tel: (818)886-2000, Fax: (818)885-8229
Contact: Robin
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[ Only string store in Ventura County J

Richard's Music

200 Violins & Cellos On Display

Four Strings

*RENT (All sizes) 4 BOWS

BUY/SELL MUSIC BOOKS
+TRADE UP ACCESSORIES 10% Discount
*REPAIRS STRING SETS 25% Discount

805-497-7725

2515 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd./Oakview Plaza
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Letter from the Editor-

English classmates and teachers alike always
bombard me the same question. “Why do you attend
Chinese School every Saturday?’ they ask, “For
God’s sake, you’re a senior in high school now!” The
answer is simple. I emjoy it.

However, I must admit that it was an acquired
taste, one that was fraught with the sour smell of
waking up early on Saturday moming. But I leamned to
enjoy Chinese School, and also to see it as more than
an asylum for parcntal socialization and mid-day
cookie breaks. Friends were made and knowledge was
gained in the halls of Waverly Adult School, Redwood
Intermediate, and now, Thousand Oaks High School.

We are all familiar with the accomplishments
of the students at Chinese School, but what happens
during the other six days of the week? Much effort and
time is spent on English essays and book reports alike.
These achievements are not to be ignored, and the
following pages are composed of several cssays
prondly written by Chingse School students
themselves. We hope that you enjoy.

- Eric Cheung
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Nancy Wu
11th.Grade -

Hester Prynne: Puritan Fling

In the midst of sins and sinners, one personage in The Scarlet Letter, concealed by author
Nathaniel Hawthome's favorable dispositions and protected by the sympathies of readers, was
often overlooked as one capable of great iniquitics. She was Hester Prynne, an outwardly
gracious outcast laced with pathos in her munificent and self-sacrificing qualities. Yet she was,
in stark truth, a tainted sounl poliluted with sins, the antithesis of all she appeared to be. Far
surpassing the sins of others, the mortifying crime of adultery, followed by a display of
msurmountable pride and her defiance of amthority, then an ultimate failure in motherhood
portrayed Mistress Prynne as the most detestable individual in Salem.

From her first transgression of the law presented a formerly hidden trail of dissolute traits
that had always been present in her. The crime of adultery was one "punishable by death,” as said
"both in the Scripture and the statute book." Fully aware of the consequences, Hester was still
willing to risk disgrace and possibly death to fulfill her insatiable wantonness. Her propensity to
lust was so powerful that all moral consequences were promptly ignored. As DH. Lawrence
said, "You have your pure-pure young parson Dimmesdale.. You have your beautiful Puritan
Hester at his feet. And the first thing she does is to seduce him." Not only did Hester Prynne
allowed herself to be corrupted, her lewd advances toward Dimmesdale resulted in the
degradation of his morals too. Hester's own marital status and the minister's oath of celibacy
were no barriers to her carnal desire. Her devilish crime was only an implement for the release of
her adulterous behavior.

Madame Subterfuge's rebellious nature superseded her cutwardly amicable personality
when she felt her conviction to be unjust. Hester expressed her pridefulness and underlying
defiance by the ornate but superfluous aeedlework elaboration of the scarlet etter on her bosom,
a symbol originally intended to be a punishment for her sin. Without the power to unfetter
herself from the heavy chains of the Puritanical code of law which pinioned her, Hester struggled,
protested, and retaliaied against it by transforming the indication of her sin to a gaudy decor.
Such flagrant display of opposition lucidly delineated her proud character, a trait condemned by
all Puritans. Similarly, when the jailer, who represented "the whole dismal severity of the
Puritanical code of law,” attempted to draw forth Hester Prynne, she repelled his touch with "a
force of character” and "stepped into the open air, as i1f by her own free will." Prodded by her
pride, Hester felt no obligation to either respect or abide by the law and flouted it openly and
shamelessly. Furthermore, due to the circumstance of an isolated Puritan community surrounded
by wilderness with the linchpin to its very survival dependant upon the obedience and
cooperation of each member, her disobedience severely challenged the system by placing it in
danger of chaos and panic. Accompanied by an air of arrogance, Mistress Prynne’s defant
attitude was a manifestation of the deadliest sin: pride.

Last but not least, Hester's failure in motherhood led to irreparable damage to her
daughter Pearl, making the girl unfit for society. "Speak, woman!" An individual among the
crowd exclaimed, "Speak, and give your child a father!"” Hester, on the scaffold, retorted only
with the words "I will not speak!” In order to conceal her own ignominious scandal, Hester,
without any hesitations, sacrificed her daughter’s entitled right to her biological father. The
mother's selfishness robbed Pearl of what might have been a caring and nurturing father. Without
paternal aid, "the task was beyond her skill... Hester was compelled to stand aside, and permit the
child to be swayed by her own impulses.” Mistress Prynne's inability to bear the mountainous
task of proper child raising eventuated in the development of a wayward "elf-child” deprived of
sorely needed influences of true maternity. Hester's irresponsibility transgressed the boundary of
careless peccadilioes into the region of sin when it obstructed the proper development of her



daughter. Thanks to the mother's failure, Pearl's early childhood was marked by sequences of
zany and amoral behaviors,

Masquerading in her cordial ways, the true Hester Prynne was one of moral comuption,
enormous ego, and a disappointment to her child, She conducted such iniquities that not only
brought - shame and dishonor upon herself, but also compromised the lives of others,
Dimmesdale's unspeakable guilt, Pearl's abnormal personality, and the outrage of the community
were all the resuits of Hester's influences. Like a plague, she contaminated the souls around her
and led them toward Lucifer's path,

Katherine Chang
5% Grade

Why is There an Image in the Moon?

Years ago, there lived an emperor named Hou Yiin a pelace with his beautiful empress,
Chang-O. Hou Yi was a dominating and powerful emperor who shot down nine suns out of ten to
save the earth. An enduring, courageous man who could conquer anything, he wished to be
immortal 5o he could live forever. Therefore his doctor invented a medicine that enabled him to live
for eternity. His wife, Chang-O, was always obedient and subservient toward him. She yearned for
eternal beauty and youth. They were a perfect couple who always respected and trusted each other.

Although they enjoyed each others’ company, Juno, the queen of gods and the
guardian of marriage, knew that théy had a tough time ahead of them because Venus, the

goddess of love, had a plan for Hou Yi to fall in love with her. Venus disguised herself as the



beautiful servant of Chang-O’s rabbit. Juno was sent down to mortal earth to make sure the
emperor and his wife kept a loyal relationship and to watch over Diana as she played the part of
the rabbit. Juno had long brown hair, crystal blue eyes, and towered above all goddesses, but
disguised herself as an old and crippled mortal who was a mystery to the village people.
On an ordinary Fall day, when the moon was seen as clear as crystal blue water,
the emperor and his wife were discussing where to celebrate the Moon Festival. The Moon
Festival, a celebration about the existence of the moon, is the most important time for family
reunion. They were in deep conversation when they heard a knock on the door. Hou Yi answered
the door and found a crippled woman standing all alone. He asked what he could do for her and
she explained that she needed a place to stay, food to eat, and had only a rabbit to give in return.
This rabbit was actually Diana, the goddess of moon in disguise. As a goddess, she had long blond
hair, sharp brown eyes, and a beautiful figure. Now as a rabbit, she was a furry, lovable animal.
Hou Yi, a generous emperor who always enjoyed the company of others, welcomed the woman to
his palace. Chang-O had longed for an animal of her own and accepted it with pride and gratitude.
She became very close to the rabbit with which she spent much of her time with.
Hou Yi became angry because his wife was not spe‘nding as much time with him
since the rabbit came into their lives, so he decided that he would get a new servant to
take care of his wife’s rabbit.
The new servant arrived early the next morning. She was tall, thin, and had long
blond hair. This was actually Venus, who planned to attract Hou Yi with her astounding
beauty. Venus began to captivate Hou Y1 as soon as she arrived. Chang-O noticed a
difference in her husband’s behavior around the servant. She became upset and jealous,
but did nﬁt show it. Throughout the day, Chang-O would watc.h Venus wondering what

her husband saw in her. It took almost a year to realize what her husband saw.



Chang-0O desired more love from her husband and wanted to become young and
active again. She knew her husband had a medicine to cure aging and that would give
eternal youth, but she knew no one was allowed to touch the sacred medicine.

Juno noticed Chang-O was depressed and lonely, so she decided to give her a talk.
Juno explained that there were many advantages as an old woman. She tried her very best
to cheer Chang-O up, but nothing could convince her.

One evening, while Hou Yi and Venus were talking, Chang-O raged into Hou Yi’s
cabinet for the eternal youth medicine. She took as much medicine as she eould find and
ran back to her room. Chang-O spent hours thinking over what she had done and realized
she made a mistake. After thinking for so long, she regretted what she had done and was
afraid how her husband would react if he found out that she had taken the medicine. She
knew that she had always been a trustworthy wife and did not want to think about the fact

that she had betrayed her husband’s trust.

Justine Chiou
9™ Grade

Indigo Fire

I remember that day. It has been imprinted in my mind. Perhaps a cruel joke, or an
cternal lesson to teach me where | have failed. | remember when they found me, a small hunched
shape, cowering from some invisible tyrant. [ can feel the chilling air moving restlessly while it
sent shivers down my spine. In my mind, I can still hear the inhuman screams of dying kinsmen.
On restless nights, I can still see it so clearly. Five times the seasons have changed in their never-
ending cycle, yet I still remember. One careless moment and I am there again, weak and drained.

The daemon came during the mid-summer | was twenty-one. 1 remember seeing the brief
cloud that covered the sun. I still feel how the air tensed, stagnant and unfeeling, Everyone was



frightened and quietly terrified. Yet everyone went on with their busy lives. Pretending to be
blind. Pretending to be brave. Everyone knew what it was, what it wanted. He had come to
feast. To drink the souls, devour the essence, and consume the mage strength of all that it
encountered. This daemon, this vampyre had been here before. It was the warrior of chaos, the
herald of evil.

Many upon breathing the air went mad. Some stood stark and still their skin white as
ash, with a ghostly pallid shade. I dreamed.

In my dream I was sent to face this terror. 1 wasn’t afraid; 1 was angry, furiously
vengeful. Then I saw its face, his beautiful face. It was so dark, yet coldly handsome. I stood
there, frozen, unable to move. Entranced by his mystical fiery eyes, could no nothing but stand
there. They were the color we have always seen as death. They were deep indigo ablaze with
intense fire. Just like mine.

In my dream, he drained my gift, my elemental magic. He laughed, the terrible sound
echoing off the dark walls. I could feel his hair. Made of dusk and shadow, it was the color of
the blackest night. Like my own. [ wanted to scream, but I could not. 1 wanted to gasp, but I
was too scared. | wanted to cry, but [ was too weak.

Then I woke, instinctively reaching for my sword 1 groped in the darkness untit 1
remembered where 1 was. 1 had to go away. Silently, I changed and took my sword. Silently, I
took my horse away from the sleeping grooms. Silently, I rode, shielded by the night, to the
forest, my sanctuary, my refuge, the place where 1 truly belonged.

I was born a noblewoman. Anghara Illithion by namesake and the bearer of the
deathsword by title. 1 was loved, and feared, because of my power. When I was born, my mother
said that 1 did not cry. When 1 was young, my father said 1 was too proud to ery. Now, | know
why I never cried, | could not.

i did not have friends. I did not need them. The only friends I had were the few beings I
found 1 found worthy. From them, I learned to harness and control the power within me. The
power of the elements.

I earned my master mage mark when | was fourteen. I won my sword a year after. I love
my sword. | know every contour of its sleek shape, the trueness of the unbreakable blade, the
feeling of the perfectly balanced indigo stone that resis at the hilt. 1 still hold it now, wrapped in
indigo black, and spring green cloths, as a tribute to the glory I am fated to possess. The false
glory.

The night of the dreams I sat in a clearing of trees. Protected by their ancient power |
could sleep in peace. 1 didn’t, there was too strong a fecling within me. The feeling that
wouldn’t let me rest until 1 understood. 1 merged with the trees’ unadulterated web of power by
the passage of meditation that [ had learned so well from their training. The lush magic of the
trees was so ancient, and yet so strong. So harmonious, and yet so unyielding, In their
Ehi;gmng voices, they wove tales of the darkangel. Spinning with words the sorrowful story of

is life:

Cry fair land for he has come,

Weep fair land for he must feast

Devour the souls of a thousand youths

Eternally doomed to serve his will

He was once a man, strong, fair and wise
A son of kings, blessed by the skies

All was lost for fear and shame

This savior with fiery indigo eyes

The circle of mages feared his strength
Banished him to the hellish land

In chaos they left him alone to stand
To wither and die, by chaos' hands



Seven years in chaos alone he fought
Demons, Undead he was forced to destroy
Until he had no soul left to command
Became a vampyre, taking all he had lost

He is now a dark lord, cold and cruel
Yet fair and wise as the day he was born
Eternally tortured till the end of time
Eternally crying, his indigo eyes

Cry fair land for he has come,

Weep fair land for he must feast
Devour the souls of a thousand youths
Eternally crying, his fiery indigo eyes

Hearing this story made me feel pity, but my pride pushed it away reasoning that he had
no right to take what he had lost. I could only think of the glory that I would receive if I
destroyed him. 1 was eager to fight, to kill. He had already claimed so many lives, so many
victims. From each person, he stole a soul. From each person, he took raw power. Then, they all
became wraiths, the eternal servants of their master, the daemon, the darkangel. .

I didn’t know what to expect. I didn't know what I would be facing. I didn't
know the power he had over me, the presence that would forever haunt my dreams. |
didn't know the love that I would feel for this creature of darkness. In my ignorance, 1
found comfort, for I did not know what could befall me if I failed...

Cynthia Wang
Advanced class

Mt. Carmel Sweepstakes

“Hurry up or we’ll miss the other field shows!” I called to my friend, Wendy. She walked
along slowly as I ran to catch up with some other fellow band members. 1 balanced my soda
precariously on the styrofoam box the band booster gave us to hold our dinner in. The aroma of
Taco Beli’s burritos filled the cold night air at Mt. Carmel, San Diego.

Wendy caught up to me and we walked together up the small hill to the back side of the
stadium. Just on time. The high school, Vista, was performing. The lights in the stadium were 50
bright that if you didn’t look up, you would honestly think it was not 9:00 p.m. late at night. We
sat down on the cold bleachers provided for us on the back side of the stadium and ate our dinner,
watching the show. This year, our ficld show is based on the British musical, “Chess”. Mindy, our



assistant drum major, and also our trumpet soloist, handed out trash bags and yelled to everyone,
“Put your trash in these trash bags! Don’t litter! It’s not nice!” Already, other TOHS band
members were coming and sitting with and around us. Each band was assigned a certain spot to sit
and we all sat together. The band that was performing when we came in, Vista, left the ficld as our
biggest competition, Rancho Bernardo entered. They wore white marching shoes. One of our
marching instructors, Didi, said, “That is risky, wearing white marching shoes. If any one of them
were out of phase, the judge would spot it right then, That is part of the reason why Mr. Hoehne
changed this year’s field marching shoes to black. Your feet are not so visible.”

Rancho Bemardo put on a really good show. I was getting nervous, wondering, “Were we
as good as them? How did we do?” After Rancho Bernardo came the host of the tournament, Mt.
Carmel High School. They were not competing; they were only performing. As we watched, we
talked quietly among ourselves. Josh, the tenor drum player, was talking to my friend, Debbie, who
sat behind me. He said, “For some reason, Robbic was really angry after the field show. He was
kicking and hitting the buses we came on with his cane. Do you remember that between the first
and second movement he threw down his shako? Boy, he was mad.” I asked, “Why?” Josh only
shrugged. By this time, Mt. Carmel completed their show and marched to their seats without
changing out of their uniform. We had changed out of our full dress uniform into our alternate
uniform, designated shirt and black shorts or jeans. I wore my Princeton sweatshirt. But I was still
cold. :

“Would the dircctors and student captains of cach band come to the front!” announced the
loudspeaker. We all sat up, listening intently. The awards were about to start. A bubble floated up
toward where T was sitting. Our Colorguard had somehow gotten bubbles and were blowing them
all around where we sat. It help with our anxiety, though. We popped them, and it gave us
something to do. Snare drum player Ryan, pit player Vanessa, and trombone player Laura were in
the aisles, leading cheers like “Red hot”, “TO”, “Lancers in the Stands”, and “TOHS”. We all
screamed at the top of our lungs. It was very noisy. Finally, they started the ceremony. First, the
drum majors, colorguard captains, and other leaders of the band had to walk up ceremoniocusly,
salute to the drum major of Mt. Carmel, and walk to their assigned seat. This whole process took
about 15 minutes of our precious time. Didi said, “Okay, you salute and walk on. Don’t be all day
about it.” Anyone could tell she was impatient. I sighed. Then 1 noticed Ryan was signaling
everyone 1o stand up and I stumbled to my feet. Robbie was doing his salute. We cheered “TO”.
After long last, all thc drum majors were in place. _

All the bands were placed into different classcs according to the level they werc in. We
were in the highest, most advanced class, 4A. The lowest class competing is class A,

The box started to armounced awards for the bands in class 1A. Newbury Park, in class
1A, got 3" and 4" place for band and colorguard. We cheered for them because they were in our
school district. We waited impatiently. 2A, 3A, 4A. Finally! Us! They announced Colorguard first.
gholce g pie od lace 19 P Thousand Oaks! We went wild. Our colorguard has nover
done so well at Mt. Carmel beforet Band awards were next. ghrle yistal We clapped a bit, saying
to ourselves, “At least, we didn’t get last place!” 3riniere poway!t 277 E{ Dorado! Vanessa, at
this time, had sat next to me, Everyone was whispering, “It’s between us and Rancho Bemardo
now!” The box announced, “1* place...” A long pause. We all held our breaths. Again, “1* place,
Rancho Bernardol” It seemed like everyone was shocked. This means we got Sweepstakes, the
highest award! Sweepstakes mcant we beat everyone who competed that day, regardless of which
class you were in. Suddenly, I noticed we were all cheering. Vanessa, however, waved her hands
and said, “Shht Quiet!” We settled down some. Noxt came the Sweepstakes awards. Music
Sweepstakes, Rancho Bernardo! Street Sweepstakes, Rancho Bernardo! We looked at gach other,
puzzled. How could we get overall Swecpstakes if Rancho Bernardo got Swcepstakes in all the
little things? Then, field Sweepstakes, Thousand Oaks! We cheered at the top of our lungs. My



tecth chattered. Not from the coldness, but more from nervousness. 1 looked toward a fellow alto
sax player, David, and he had his ears plugged and his head down. Obviously, he was also
nervous. Then, the announcer said, “This last award is the highest honor of all. It is the overall
band award. This award goes to... Thousand Qaks!” We cheered as one. Ryan started the cheer
“TOHS”. We all joined in, our voices combining, I turned toward Vanessa. She had tears
streaming down her face. David was also wet eyed. Didi was crying and hugging Lara, another
marching instructor. Right at that moment, I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry. I was so
overwhelmed. Someone started the charge down to the field. We ran down to the field, leaping over
chairs that were in the way, to get to our drum major, Robbie. As we lifted him up, he sitting lop-
sided on our shoulders, holding up the trophy in triumph, I knew that this was what being in the
band was ali about. Togetherness, I had tears in my eyes. That night, we all felt the same way,
sharing the same victory, the same happiness. We were hugging, laughing, cheering, crying, loving,
and bonding together.

We somehow got back to the buses in our excitement. Qur band director, Mr. Hochne,
walked into our midst, grinning widely. I spottcd David. He was sobbing hard as he hugged me
tightly, The spotlight the band boosters put out to illuminate the dark night was bright in my eyes
as tears flowed freely down my facc. Tonight is not a night to hold anything in. Yvonne, another
fellow alto player, said, “You don’t know how good this feels after last year! Last year we got last
place in everything!” Lynda, freshman representative, ran around, laughing and crying, hugging
everyone. -

After a while, the mood became lighter, more festive. I dricd my tears and joined the horn
section in doing the polka, the horn dance. We lifted Lynda up and tried to throw her on to some
horns. The horns said they would catch her. It didn’t work, though. Elena, a homn played, tackled
Joel, another homn player, and they feli to the ground. All this time, buses were passing by and they
honked. We waved back, cheering. Didi came around telling all of us that we also got the highest
marching score out of all the bands that day. Finally, Robbie blew his whistle and said, ** All right!
You did it! But we arc an hour behind schedule! Get on the buses!”

That night, I felt what being in the band was about. Not many people have a chance to feel
this way, as if you are part of a group, you are ong, but once you have, it never leaves you.

This year has been a very good year for the TOHS Band. We beat Rancho Bernardo by
0.8 point on field, and they beat us 0.4 on street. Overall, we beat them by 0.4 point. Go, Lancers!

May Lynn’s Locket ' Melody Hsion
5 grade

The sun rose, casting a warm glow over my bed. Yawn.....boy, was I tired! 1 felt around my bed, my hands
clumsily scarching for my bag of Halloween candy. Hmmmm... where could it be? I continued flapping my hands,
not really paying attention o what I was doing, when suddenly, I remembered....

It was Halloween night. | had started preparing for this special day years ago! You see, I have never been
Trick-or-Treating before! My parents thought it would be frightening for me. They promised to let me go when [
became of age. According to them, the right age is eleven. So that night, 1, Frank Tollmeister, set off Trick-or-
Treating with my best buddy, “ Viper™. I was dressed as a corpse and Jake Bonanza a.k.a. “Viper” was dressed as a
giant banana. He had convinced me to go to Middleton with him that night. Middleton is really far away, but it is
known for fabulous candy on Halloween night, I was reluctant, but I finally gave in. | was just dying for a Snickers
Bar or two. '

Halfway through our drive to Middleton, it began o rain. Not just a drizzle, I mean pour with a capital “P1”
Lightening and thunder slammed down. I was totally freaked out! My dad bravely drove on, rying to ignore the
raging storm. The sky had goticn dark, my father said the road ahead was hard to see. Suddenly, a preat wave of light
washed over our car. For a second, 1 thought the sun had riscn again, but that couldn’t be, for it had been pouring
barely a second ago! Then this young woman appeared. Her skin was scarred badly, but she was practically
transparent! She took one look at our car and tried to throw herselt on it! My father swerved wildly, just narrowly
missing the girl. Our car rolled over and into a ditch! “Ugghh,” my father groaned in pain. “ That crazy woman!
What docs she think she's doing?” We iried to open the car doors. They felt unbelievably heavy. After a lot of
pushing, I finally unlatched my door, and I noticed the others had gotten out too. The strange woman had completely
vanished! We slowly trudged across the road, my dad muttering mournfully. We did not see a payphone in sight, but
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we spotted an old rickety shack in the distance. We approached the shack with high hopes, but they soon collapsed
when the owner of the wrelched place came to greet us. He looked almost two hundred years old! Wrinkies were
drawn across his face, his eyes gray and bloodshot. When we asked about the phones, he said very simply “ 1 don’t
use electricity.” He spoke in a monotone, his creaky voice dull and flat. | wondered what an old man like him was
doing here alone, and without clectricity too! What in the world was he doing without a T.V.7 I felt wuly sorry for
him. My dad, seeing there was no other choice, asked if we could spend the night. The old man stowly nodded and
opened the creaky door for us.

The house smelted musty and siale. It sent eerie chills down my spine. Jake and followed after the old
man. Weird as he was, the old man was being very kind o us. He instructed my father to the living room couch, and
then led Jake and I to a queer little room. In the room we saw two small beds covered with frail, thin sheets, It was
chilly and damp in the room, but we were terribly tired, so we lay down and closed our eyes. A strong wind blew
over the small shack. Brir! 1t was so cold! Jake felt the sudden chill wo. He was shivering violently. I decided to
look in the drawers for a jacket or something. I got up and walked to an antique dresser made of a beautiful
cherrywood. | yanked open the top drawer. Wow! In it laid thousands of jewels and pearls. Underneath, there were
bolts of silk and satin. Who was the owner of all these riches? Surely the old man would rol have stolen them! He
had looked so pale and weak before. Unwillingly, I pulled out a broad piece of incredibly soft mauve silk. As 1
replaced the drawer, something shiny caught my eye. It was a golden heart locket. The littlc charm had a certain glow
of warmth and [ove surrounding it. The locket’s clasp tumbled open, revealing a picture of two women. They looked
alike in certain places, perhaps a mother and a daughter. Suddenty, 1 realized that the young woman in the picture
was the person that had so crazily ran in front of our car, causing the whole catastrophe!

What could all this mean? Shivers crept over my body like a troop of army ants. I replaced the locket and
cotlapsed onto the bed. I was just drifting off when I heard an animal-like cry. * Help! [ am so sorry! Will somebody
please help me?” The mournful voice wailed loudly. It sounded like 2 wounded animal. T was hommified! Was this
place haunted?!! I quickly aroused Jake, and the two of us went slowly down the stairs following that helpless howl.
The cry led us blindly through th corridors and into the livingroom. Om the couch sat a young woman, the woman in
the locket! She was crying, her shoulders shaking with violent force. At the sight of us, she hid her scarred, distorted
facc behind her hands, She was a ghost! I couldn’t believe it! * Who are you?” Jake asked shakily. The ghost woman
looked up al us and sobbed, “ My name is May Lynn Lee. I used to live in this house, my father still does. He does
not know that 1 come herc every night. I am so so sorry for what I did. My mother died, because of me . She had me
not to go out driving that night, the roads were too slippery. But, I was angry at her, so I did it anyway. [ shall
always regret that. Now [ am a ghost and my mother has died in grief for me! I never said sorry! She won’t ever
forgive me unless you help me!™ Her voice grew softer, “Will you?” “Yes,” I replicd, * Yes, we will help you. Whal
do you need?” Hope sparked in her dreary eyes. * Bring me the golden locket! My mother gave that to me when [ was
young. | know it will bring her back!”

I raced up the steps and retuned with the little charm. May Lynn ¢lutched the charm tightly and chanted a few
words I couid not make out. Instantly, another ghost appearcd. [t was May’s mother! The two ghosts held each other
for a long time. Then, May's mom whispered tenderly * Dearest May, | forgive you!” Then, the two vanished into
the night sky!

The next morning, I awoke and found myself in my own bed! I was drenched in sweat. The clock beside me read
five o'clock in the morning. 1 leaned over and checked out my calendar. October thiny-first. No way! It could not
have been only a dream! Then, something on my desk caught my eye. It was a delicate piece of paper with gold
script on it. With my hand trembling, 1 read it aloud, “ Thank you so very much! Love always,

May L.ymn”

10



Going for the Perfect Score RaYmOIld Wu

Thousand Oaks Chinese School Junior Reporters interview Raymond Wu, a junior at Oak
Park High School who scored a 1600 on his SAT I and 800 on his Math IC and IIC SAT 1l
subject tests. Here are a few tips from Raymond on how to be a successful SAT taker.

Q: What resources did you use to prepare for the SAT’s?

A: I used Real SAT's as a practice book and many various vocabulary books like 1100 Words
You Kneed to Know, Word Smart, and the Hit Parade from Princeton Review for the analogies
and sentence completion sections. For the critical reading section, T don’t think that it is possible
to prepare for it in a short period of time. The math I spent less time on. ! started taking abacus
in the first grade and stopped in the third grade, and this really helped me build my math skills.
When I was in 7% grade, [ took the SAT 1 as a participant in the Johns Hopkins CTY (Center of
Talented Youth) program. At first, [ only participated in the “Expository Writing Tutorial”
program where you write essays. When [ was in 9" grade and taking Algebra II, I started the
“Distance Learning Program” through CTY and Stanford University. This is 2 math program
taken at home with CD-ROM technology. 1 feel that all of these academic programs helped me to
prepare for my future academics. '

Q: When did you start studying?
A: | started in the summer of 1997. When school started though, I had a lot of work to do and did
not have time to study for the SAT anymore. A few weeks before the test, I started studying

again.

Q: How do you feel about getting a good score, happy?
A: Yeah...1 don’t now. I guess I feel good.

Q: What was your initial reaction when you found out your score?
A: I was surprised, happy, and relieved that I didn’t have to take the test again.

Q: Did you get any rewards for your outstanding work?
A: Before the test, my parents did not offer any rewards. When I got the 1600 though, [ got a
1998 Honda Preiude

Q: Do you have any advice for future generations?

A: You should read a lot. If you are interested in any academic programs, you should start as
carly as middle school. Do not wait until you are in high school because there is a lot of work
then. For the SAT Il subject tests, take them soon after you finish the subject in school.

Q: What profession are you aiming for?
A: | have not decided yet. | may be in engineering, science, or medicine.

Q: What schools are you thinking of going to?
At | hope to attend Stanford University.

Q: Do you feel that pressure was a factor of getting a perfect score (your own will or because of
pressure)?

A: No, because if you are forced to do it for someone else, then you won't want to push yourself
as hard as if you do it for yourself.



Q: How much pressure did your parents put on you?

A: My parents always say, “Do your best and don’t worry about the result.”

Q: What do you suggest to do the night and the morning before the test?
A: [ suggest that you eat well and get a good sleep for at least two days.

Q: What were the reactions of others?

A: Some teachers were surprised and amazed at my score, and some teaches were not surprised at

all.

A 1600 on the SAT is a dream of every high school student. For Raymond Wu, a junior

at O.P.H.S., that dream is reality.

My Random Autobiography Rrichard Guo

I’ve stood on the snow-coated
banks of a rushing river and wondered if
it really was so damp. I've stood alone
watching a forest of pine puppets yield
to the whims of & harsh winter wind.
I’ve fought in an epic water pistol war
and gotten lost in an immense maze of
supermarket shelves. I’ve lived as a
recluse under my house and watched a
conflagration devastate lives from the
safety of my car. I've heard my mother’s
acrimonious screech and I’ve listened to
my friends’ laughers echo from a
distance.

I've seen an ebullient
reincarnation of myself on a thirty-five
inch screen.

And heard the clangor of bells at my
cousin’s wedding. I’ve been a neophyte
at skiing and lurked furtively through a
battlefield of aging toys, suffering from
a mortal wound. They told me 1 died
from a plastic golf ball. I’ve felt the
emptiness of not being able to feel and
I’ve stood in my kitchen wondering if
razors a really so sharp. Memories haunt
my dreams.

The dreary skies of a California
storm remind me of the rain drenched
days back in Boston. T hope T can visit
some day.

The monotonous voice of Roger
Mudd has swept me to sleep and the
crack of a baseball bat has awakened me
from a mid-summer daydream.

I’ve played piano by the fire of a
wood stove and run into the same door
twice. I've listened to the cacophonic
sounds of a wolf’s curdling cries and
worked arduously collecting wood for a
yet to be completed tree house. I've been
hurt to an ineffable extent and folded
clothes by the image of the Challenger’s
explosion.

I've tasted the sweet dew of a
quiet morning and watched my brother
make snow angels on a frosty
Massachusetts afternoon. I've roamed
the sandy realm of the Carlisle Castle
and seen my mother sew with great deft.
I’ve watched the stars glow under a clear
night and heard raindrops compose a
symphony of beats on the windowpane.
I’ve seen an American gendarme and
browsed through an innumerable
amount of SAT words.

I’ve watched the colors of the
sky clash for dominance during a sunset
and collapse out of breath after a two
hundred-meter race.

I’ve collected sand from both
coasts and I’ve often asked my self,
iﬂwhy?‘)’
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Emily Cheung
7" Grade
The Condor Heroes

The Return of the Condor Heroes is an extraordinary TV series for andiences of all ages.
Not only are the fighting scenes beautifully chorcographed but the story line is full of twists and
turns so you will never fall asleep.

For example, there are many different fighting styles. From the “Solar Stance” to the
“Toad Martial Arts”, Yang Guo, played by Louis Koo, will have his fighting skills improve by the
minute. You get to watch him save many lives through his skill of fighting and view his worst
battle, waiting for 16 years till he can see his beloved wife, Little Dragon Girl. Eventually he
masters all of the different fighting stances and learns of their weaknesses and potent points, By
understanding these secrets, he develops his own fighting style, “The Depression”. This stance can
only be used when you are very sad. He thought of this stance when he was waiting for his wife
and he felt extremely lonely. Then while he was deep in thought, all his sorrowful feelings and
fighting styles molded into onc,

The plot of the story is just as creative. 1 was amazed how anyone could have thought of
such an unbelievablc story like this. This is mainly based upon a teacher/student love relation.
After twenty ycars of being united then torn apart constantly, Yang Guo (the student) and Little
Dragon Girl (the teacher), finally get to live in peace. Along the twenty year journey, Little
Dragon Girl and Yang Guo meet many different people and encounter various problems. Once
they were poisoned by being pricked by a beautiful but deadly flower called the “Love Flower” and
the only the hope for them to receive the antidote was for Little Dragon Girl to marry another man,
All the problems are successively solved at the end and happiness shall finally come to be.

After waiching this long TV series, I began wishing that my life were sometimes as
exciting as theirs. The Return of the Condor Heroes is definitely a TV series that ail people.
should watch and enjoy. If it were in English, there is no doubt that it would receive five stars
and two thumbs up. Here is a pocm that describes the love between Yang Guo and Little Dragon
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Chinese New Year Celebration 1998

Lion dancin g is a lmdiliolnal way of cclcbrating tl}e- Ncwlﬁ- car 1.n. many  Tpe AMGEN Dance Troupe is comprised of adults who choreograpl
Asian countries. The Chinese schogl students imitate this traditional and perform ancient cultural dances.
dance to welcome the Year of the Tiger.

The younger students of TOCS wish for peace to come with the new The Adult Choir, under the direction of Mrs. Qing, was joined by the
year as they perform their skit about a “Pcace Machine.” Youth Choir of TOCS. They sang a melodious collection of Chinese
songs. :

The advanced group of the Peony Dance Ensemble elegantiy perform The Reading and Writing class of TOCS perform a humorous and
a traditional Mongolian dance. comical skit as the New Year arrives.
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