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Financial & Insurance Services

ADS5 DML Capital DML Capital

AD6 ERETE BEERBHA Johnny Shih, CPA, MS

AD7 A BESAH New York Life/ Kathy Zhou

AD S8 JJST Corporation Kevin Jaw

AD9 HREIRR Topco Insurance Agency Inc.

AD9 e BIERBHA H Kay Yue Accountancy Corporation
AD 10 Farmers Insurance Stella Tan

Health Care & Medicine

AD 1 PR UEIE BE 5T Family Medicine, Donald F. Chen, M.D
AD 10 HEBEEH Simi Foot and Ankle Center
EPE) R - BRI RB - 32 Agoura Hill Family Dentistry
Real Estate Services
AD3 JAFRE Kitty Chou-Hutchinson Century 21 Realtor
Z AD 4 Karen Zhang-Ramirez Century 21 Realtor
H AD 4 #*ZEZ Mei Huang Dilbeck Real Estate Realtor
m AD 11 1R Holly Wu Real Estate & Loan Broker
AD 11 B Katy Ho Century 21 Troop Real Estate
HRME  #UE Frank Lin Century 21 Everest Real Estate
Food
AD?2 Luau Grill Hawaiian BBQ & Poke Luau Grill Hawaiian BBQ & Poke
iy 2ME Chester’s Asia Restaurant
Others
AD 10 Dana Howvell Music Teacher Dana Howell
AD 12 RABBELXBERT FY Construction Inc.
AD 13 All Climate Roofing All Climate
AD 13 All Climate Painting All Climate
AD 14 EEZAE Mina Top Cut Design & Beauty, LLC
AD 15 BAPELILP CCCA culture center
AD 16 Elite Education Insititute Elite Education Insititute
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Jolynn Cai

The journey leading up to that moment was

truly something. I am grateful for all the people
I met, and all the relationships I made thanks
to the CCCA. It felt so rewarding to finally be
on the stage that I literally had to look up to
as a child with so many friends that I’'ve made
over the past few years here. I'm honored to
have been able to be part of the first Chinese
New Year celebration since the pandemic and
seeing everyone working together in one place
to make this event happen honestly sometimes
feels surreal.

Even though we’re a small community, seeing
everyone working toward the same goal really
shows you how much we care about each other.
I got to learn so much about Chinese cultures,
its history, and its literature that I never would
have known otherwise had I not signed up

for it. To be among such talented people is so
thrilling and I would love to do this again,
given the chance.
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Edward Shen

My experience with the Conejo Chinese

Cultural Association Lunar New Year Festival
has been nothing short of fantastic. As an ABC
(American Born Chinese), I always felt an
affinity towards my cultural roots, embracing
my uniquely Chinese heritage. Within the past
month, I have had the opportunity to co-host
the lunar new year festival, and I have learned
a lot from the experience.

The Lunar Festival featured a variety

of performances, including Yue Opera,
traditional dances from the Han and Zang
people, and even mixtures of Western and
Chinese influence in Chinese Rap. I witnessed
dozens of community members practicing
within cramped quarters, countless meetings
behind the scenes, and people willing to

give up hours of their time to stay backstage,
working the lights and logistics. Through
this experience, I have gained a newfound
appreciation for the community. Moving
forward, I hope that the Chinese cultural
community can expand their impact to a
broader American community, to promote
cultural values and traditions that can bring
our communities closer together.
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My experience at the Civics Art Plaza can only

be described as incredible. I want to thank my
teacher and other volunteers for giving me and my
fellow classmates this amazing opportunity. This is

definitely something I will never forget.
~ack Watson



I'loved to see a new culture and become educated
in it. The performance itself was amazing because
I have made amazing new friends that are amazing
to work with and make the process more enjoyable.
I thought it was an honor to be invited to perform
and would 100% do it again in a heartbeat.
~Joseph Thunell

Having the opportunity to participate in the
Chinese Rap performance was a fantastic
experience. As a freshman at NPHS the last thing
I was expecting was to be able to stand on stage at
the Thousand Oaks Civic’s Arts Center in front of
a massive crowd. I'm neither a singer nor a dancer,
but I saw an opportunity and I took it. I'm very
grateful that I did because I was consistently and
constantly supported by everyone that I came in
contact with, from my teacher, my classmates,
stage crew and directors. From people I barely
knew to people whom I knew very well, it really
didn’t matter as it was an extremely pleasant and
thrilling endeavor to be working and performing
with all of them. All the rehearsals were always
fun and enjoyable and it was a completely
new experience that I appreciated immensely.
Furthermore; and most importantly, I was able
to further my knowledge and understanding
of Chinese culture by watching all the other
great performances as well as being able to
perform myself.

~Krish Devgania

The Chinese Lunar New year celebration was a
lot of fun. I didn’t even know about it until a few

months ago, but it was a great new experience.

%‘t% é[a%

Originally I was nervous to perform but by the
time we were performing I didn’t care about that,
I was just having a good time with my friends. The
whole thing was a joy and the people running the
show were extremely helpful. I would do it again if
I had the chance and I recommend everyone to try
it if they are able.

~David Keledjian

The celebration for the Chinese Lunar New Year
was a lot of fun and it went really well. This was
my first time really being involved in the Asian
community and it was amazing to see all the other
performances involving kids of all ages. I really
love the traditional instruments played, dances
and clothes dating back to thousands of years ago.
Beyond the surface of the show, it was also great
to be in the performance and being supported
by everyone where the staff were very pleasant
to work with. Overall, a blast and wonderful to
be involved in such a community. Ever since I
came to the U.S. I have not been much involved
within my own cultures here and this was a great
introduction to it.

~Gregory Sincock

The Chinese concert was an amazing experience.
I'loved learning about the Lunar New Year
celebrations and Chinese culture. It was very
awesome to experience a different culture. The
celebration was truly eye opening and everyone
was so welcoming and kind. I would gladly take
part in this wonderful experience again.

~Luke Pace
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BT SR TA B Elaine Lo elo8890@gmail.com
FTBUE B S e e Lucy Fan lucyxh.zeng@gmail.com
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L i Jesse Fong jfong2013@yahoo.com
JE ERF Youping Wang lacmspw@gmail.com
S e A1 Qiong Li giongli_98@yahoo.com
SCH e ISR > Katey Chen Yin9898@gmail.com
A B JE e Hui Zhou zhou_liz@hotmail.com
i/ JE i T e PR RS Helen Shih helenshih168@gmail.com
B/ T i [LESE Roshie Hu roshiehu@gmail.com
T A EIE Scott Si scottsi80@yahoo.com
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T
SO i e 2k Leslie Chou Ichou1497@gmail.com
JBE s At il 7 Janet Tseng jenettseng@yahoo.com
B e O v Jitt Mei Fang mfangx@yahoo.com
S i TRFRHE Banghua Sun banghua_sun@yahoo.com
SR Rl Cindy Sun suncindyl223@163.com
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The Flight of Lot and his Family from Sodom 1613-
1615, 86 3/4 x 96 in. (220.3 x 243.8 cm) The John

and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, Florida.
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HONORING
DEBBY CHANG

OUR BELOVED MOM, TEACHER, R
FRIEND TO ALL, AND VISIONARY & 7Sy

Chinese New Year will never be the same again.
This last new year, there was one very special and very large presence missing: our mom.

Debby Chang, otherwise known as Pun Dai Mei, passed away on September 15, 2022 after
struggling for more than two years with a lung infection (not related to COVID-19).

To know our mom is to love her. She would command the attention of any room (even at a pe-
tite 5°0”), could become friends with anyone in a matter of minutes with her warm smile and
comforting demeanor — from the salesperson behind the Chanel makeup counter to the person
in front of her in the grocery line.

Whenever we were out with her, we’d often hear the familiar call: “Pun Dai Mei!” to which
we’d turn and see a friend from Chinese school or CCCA, or a newcomer in our local commu-
nity who she had helped settle in, greeting us with a big smile.

She taught us to never leave the house without lipstick on, always see the best in people, and
not to worry. When we get anxious about a work deadline, a disagreement with our husbands,
or money matters, we can still hear her say, “Take it easy!” She always had an answer to our
questions, from current events to parenting and relationships.

What many of you may not know is that besides being a devoted mother, wife, and Chinese
school teacher and principal, she was a Jane of All Trades. Before our family moved to Oak
Park and you got to meet her, she was a fashion retailer, licensed stock broker, and medical
technologist.

Our mom lived life to the fullest: She ate what she wanted, dressed to the nines always with
heels on, and was optimistic and persistent even when it came down to a competitive game of
mahjong or a round of craps in Las Vegas. Needless to say, she was always passionate about
what she was doing. Whether she was developing and teaching the Chinese Language and Cul-
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ture Program at Cal Lutheran University (CLU), initiating cultural exchange between Thousand
Oaks and Qing Dao as co-president of the Sister City Committee in Thousand Oaks, or coordi-
nating a monthly seminar at CLU with various speakers, she did it all with excitement and ele-
gance, touching every person with whom she came into contact and never expecting anything in
return.

To her, it was never about the recognition or praise; it was truly to deepen relationships and in-
crease opportunities for us, her daughters, and her other “kids” from Thousand Oaks Chinese
School (TOCS) and Cal Lutheran University (CLU).

To us — and probably to many of you — she was the ambassador of Chinese culture, a bridge
between the non-Chinese and Chinese communities. She never passed up a teaching moment;
she was the consummate Chinese teacher after all. In fact, she overflowed with pride and joy
when getting to teach our American husbands or an American friend a Chinese phrase or intro-
duce them to Chinese food, while supporting local Chinese restaurants like Golden Dragon.

Our Chinese school years were the best part of our childhood, and we have our mom to thank
for that. As Chinese school principal in the late 1990s, she implemented her vision to develop
richer learning experiences through extracurricular activities. She refined the annual Chinese
New Year performances at the Civic Arts Plaza, uniting multiple classes and age groups from
Chinese school to perform opening and closing dances on a grand scale choreographed by pro-
fessional dancers. The first opening act she organized was performed to the song “Colors of the
Wind” from the Disney movie Pocahontas. From the little 4-year-old tikes to college-bound
young adults, we all came together to represent TOCS with cross-cultural pride. The two of us
looked forward to the show and our rehearsals every year, getting to link our Chinese and
American identities by performing both Chinese folk and Broadway-style dances with our best
friends on stage, then goofing off backstage and at the after-party celebration. Our non-Chinese
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friends would come support and watch us perform. We felt honored to be able to introduce
them to our Chinese heritage.

During the spring, our mom arranged for TOCS to compete against other Southern California
Chinese schools in an annual track meet at Cal State L.A. It was another event we and our Chi-
nese school friends excitedly anticipated to show our strength and unity as a school. We ran our
hearts out in relay races and gave it our all in tug of war, proudly wearing matching teal shirts
adorned with our school logo. When we weren’t competing, we cheered on our friends on the
track yelling, “Jia you!” or “Qian Xiang!” Although TOCS may have been new to the scene,
we quickly became the school to beat.

It’s these experiences our mom created that have cultivated our pride — and harmony — as
Chinese Americans for both us and our Chinese school friends. To our generation, she was
known as Debby Ayi and much more than just a figurehead.

“While I was fortunate enough to have good relationships with many TOCS parents, I always
thought of your mom as the warmest, most encouraging of them all,” shared Class of 1997
Graduate Owen Lei. “I know I was a weird kid, but she was one of the adults who always made
me feel not only comfortable, but accepted, in my own skin, which was such a quintessential
part of my Chinese school experience and the impact it had on me as a person. And one lasting
memory I have of her is years later in 2007, when we were all sitting in my parents' dining
room prepping for emceeing the Chinese New Year celebration, and she helped us go through
the whole script even though we later found out that she wasn't feeling well and had to be ad-
mitted to the hospital. I remember being nervous about the event and we worked hard on it to-
gether; it is still one of my favorite events I've ever emceed.”

“My favorite memories are of her organizing our Chinese New Year performances!” expressed
Class of 1996 Graduate Sharon Tam Jaravata. “She always made a genuine effort to get to
know everyone at Chinese school and was the principal we needed. She was easy to talk to and
funny! Also, she worked hard on booking our Chinese dance performances: Civic Arts Plaza,

S
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Knott’s Berry Farm, Santa Barbara, and many more.”

“Whenever I think about Debby Ayi, I always picture her warm smile that reached her eyes
right before she would hug me and ask me how I was doing,” conveyed Class of 2000 Graduate
Tina Yang. “She exuded warmth and confidence and joy and always made me feel like she was
genuinely glad to see me and talk to me. I remember she was always impeccably dressed,
whether it was seeing her at Thousand Oaks Chinese School or at her beautiful home that I can
still picture vividly where we spent many days occupying her entire living room working on our
yearbook.”

As we reflect on all of her contributions and accomplishments, we’re in awe of our mom’s te-
nacity, drive, and altruism. We wonder how she did it all and we strive to embody her spirit.

So today, as difficult as it is without our beloved mom, we hope to continue the impact she
made on students in our community by creating a scholarship in her name: The Debby Chang
Memorial Scholarship. By awarding financial support to young people seeking higher educa-
tion, her legacy will live on.

We love you, Mom, and hope to make you proud, always and forever!
Love,

Jessica and Katherine

P.S. If you would like to donate to the memorial scholarship fund, please visit the Ventura
County Community Foundation website at www.vccf.org/other-donations and enter “Debby
Chang Memorial Scholarship” in the “Donation Purpose” field.

If you have any questions about the scholarship fund or would like to share a message about
Debby, please email her older daughter, Jessica, at jessicachangirish@gmail.com.

We thank you, in advance, for helping us continue her legacy and dedication to our community.
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ﬁ%’é@ E% « v this edition of the Y outh Column, we will be discussing
“the good, the bad, and the ugly” of education. _Ynowledge and philosophy hegan

the cuviosity of learning about how our world functions. FIeople began to question
how we evolve and hecome a move advanced civilization. Cducation sets the foun-
dation for a person and society. Having a highly educated society leads to a better
world. Y4/hen a person is more willing to learn, the move they realize their capabil-
ity and then they can contribute movre to our world. 34/e hope with these spring av-
ticles we all learn move about how education contributes and affects our world.

The History of College Education

As I sit here writing this, I’'m a senior in high school waiting to hear back from college
admissions. It’s a very anxious time for most high school seniors. With the added pressure from
social media, college decisions have become another aspect of life which people can show off
an acceptance into a prestigious school that so many dreamed of getting into. The longer the
university has been standing, the more prestige it seems to have. It got me thinking about the
history of American college education so I took a deep dive and this is what I found.

In 1636, Harvard University was established. It was the first college in American history
and was created during colonial times. From 1636- 1740 the Ivy League colleges were founded.
The Ivy Leagues were targeted toward wealthy,
white Congregational or Puritan boys. Attend-
ance at a college provided prestige and status. It
was impossible for most average families to
send a child to college. College was expensive
and the loss of a working boy was detrimental
to family farms. College education was the only
school system available, so fourteen and fifteen
year old boys would be able to attend. The col-
lege curriculum focused on general education
and the development of moral character.

DARTMOUTH
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The goal for college was to produce gentlemen who could take over family businesses
and become leaders with Congregational or Presbyterian faith. The goal was not to graduate
with a degree because students would drop out of college within the first or second year. From
the 35 students attending Yale in 1711 only nine graduated with a bachelor's degree. There were
no colleges for women but there were “Indian Schools" to spread Christian religious beliefs.

The American Revolution drained students from colleges because young men became
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soldiers. Many colleges were closed af-
ter the war due to lack of funding. In the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies there was an increase in the open-
ing of new colleges. There was also a
larger variety of schools including scien-
tific schools, military service academies,
teaching, law, medicine, and much more.
Colleges that focused on manual labor
such as agriculture, mining, mechanics,
and military did not have a positive repu-
tation. These “useful arts" colleges were
seen as a social marker rather than an educational achievement. In 1833 colleges began to in-
clude courses for women and in 1837 four women were admitted into a baccalaureate program.
Only three graduated with degrees in 1841. In 1870 there were roughly 560 colleges, a signifi-
cant expansion from the original nine.

The early 1900s saw more inclusion in colleges. lowa State University was the first col-
lege to be co-ed, but women were expected to study “domestic science” or topics that were
similar. Black colleges were restricted to low level education with just a few college level
courses offered. Meanwhile in the south, colleges were built specifically to keep young men
away from the ideas coming from Harvard or Yale. Near the western frontier smaller colleges
were developed, but would give degrees in exchange for donations. This exchange was referred
to as “Diploma Mills”.

College attendance was still not about obtaining a bachelor's degree. Very few students
graduated because it was not particularly useful to do so. It was still common for students to
drop out within the first year and very few graduated. People were normally accepted into col-
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leges based on religion, race, and gender. The price of tuition was still too high for most fami-
lies, so attending college was still only about social status and prestige.

During World War I enrollments dropped significantly. Five hundred and forty colleges
were transformed into training camps and they trained around 125,000 men. Around the same
time, the American Medical Association began to require extensive science classes to complete
a completed college degree. Similar to medical schools, law schools also began to require bach-
elor degrees for admission.

Between 1920 and 1945 sec-
ondary schools grew and it increased
the number of high school graduates.
This resulted in an increase in the
number of students attending college.
In the 1920’s, partying, bathtub gin,
and gambling were popular amongst
college students. It was tolerated be-
cause of the roaring twenties and the
networking that could be done when
partying with the right people.

After World War II college
became much more competitive and
advanced. Women represented 40%
of enrollment during 1939-1940 but
dropped to 32% in 1950 because women left jobs and colleges and returned to being homemak-
ers after WWIL. Individual colleges began to include honors programs, specialty seminars, and
study abroad opportunities. Society began to idealize the college experience; graduating in four
years, marrying your college sweetheart, and finding a good job were considered to be the
American Dream.

In the 1970’s there was a shift in higher education because there was a need for pre-
professional studies. To be considered middle class or to get a middle class job, it required a
college degree. During the 70’s and 80’s people began to doubt if their education was worth the
investment. There was a fluctuation between the pay gap of college and high school graduates
which made many questioned the investment. During the 80’s the cost of college was rising
faster than inflation and most household incomes.

By the 90’s until today we have seen the steep rise of enrollment and tuition costs. Col-
leges and universities have become incredibly expensive and competitive. It’s important that
students apply themselves in college and take advantage of the opportunities they are given.
College not only serves as a place to expand knowledge, but also as a place to mature and help
set a path to future success. Wherever I get into college, I know that I'm extremely lucky and
grateful to have the opportunity to attain a college education. It will not only improve my fu-
ture, but the future for generations to come.
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School culture can be defined as fundamental beliefs and assumptions people at a
school consider to be true. It is different at every school and varies due to the environment and
the location the school resides in. At my school, Agoura High school, there is an aspect of
school culture where when something is hard, many students tend to give it up and walk away
instead of pushing through and learning from that experience. Because of this traditional ideol-
ogy, it is hard for this culture to change and contribute to a better influence on many of the stu-
dents at Agoura. School culture influences the students, and the students influence the school’s
culture as a response. Whatever the school culture is at a school, most students will mold into
its principles, affecting their entire self, positively and negatively. It affects how they act, talk,
dress, and, most importantly, learn. School culture contributes to the achievements the students
have and how far they will go to get there.

The class AP Human Geography is an example of how Agoura’s School culture can
lead to the unavailability of important curriculums for the students there. As our world exam-
ines how humans have lived and changed the surface of the earth through current events, AP
Human Geography (AP HUG) becomes an increasingly valuable college course to take as an
early exposure in high school. It was available for all high school grade levels and, most im-
portantly, allowed for freshmen students to have a stepping stone for what an AP class was
like. Despite the significant contributions AP HUG can provide for a new and inexperienced
student, many students at Agoura don’t take advantage of such a class in their freshman year
for a number of reasons. While lack of promotion to the class and the unfulfilling credits for
the graduation requirement set by the district could be the cause for the dwindling numbers of
the class, the primary cause of the problem is the changing school culture influenced by stu-
dents, leading to a lack of interest in the class. Although AP HUG is not a true history class like
AP US History (APUSH) or AP European History (AP Euro), it is an important class because it
focuses on modern, socio-cultural trends that explain why things are the way they are and why
certain people are where they are because of it.

Up until 2015, the number of students signing up for the AP HUG class mainly in-
creased. Most notable was in 2015 when there were 117 students in 4 class periods of AP
HUG. But ever since then, the number of students has dropped at about 30 students per year.
When Agoura first started to offer the class, it fulfilled a graduation requirement, but as the
rules of graduation requirements changed, the opportunity of taking an AP class freshman year
started to look less appealing as the AP HUG class became an academic elective. Because of
this, the “more fun” electives like ceramics, culinary, theatre, and music seemed like a better
option. Many incoming freshmen already believe freshman year will be a big transition, so
adding more to their plate could be unpleasant. So, this class gets put on the back burner in
terms of the priorities of what students have to take. Because students expect the worst in a col-
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lege course class, they are less likely to sign up for it because of the unfamiliarity of the diffi-
culty level. What makes things worse is that students who disliked a certain class will more
likely share about it to a friend than students who enjoyed a certain class. This is because
“dislikes” often run more passionately in students’ emotions than “likes,” especially when it
comes to school.

A big and unfortunate part of Agoura’s school culture is how students will listen to oth-
ers’ experiences and trust them completely, despite never having that experience. So, it is im-
portant to spread awareness and share positive experiences with others about classes that you
enjoy. The most important aspect of the AP Human Geography class that students can take
away with is the work ethic that students practice which will benefit them in the future beyond
this class. But if students choose not to take this class at all in their high school careers, they
aren’t able to escape the influence Agoura’s school culture has on them.

The Lack of Asian American History in Schools

To understand who we are
as Americans, it is important for us
to learn about our history. Unfortu-
nately for Asian Americans, Asian
history is constantly glossed over
in the American school system.
Waves of immigration from Asian
countries to the United States pro-
vide decades worth of anti-Asian
violence, discrimination, and poli-
tics. Yet for a student to learn any
sort of Asian history that matches
the levels of European history, they
must seek out the resources them-
selves. But why? Why must we
search deep into libraries and the
internet just to seek out the same depth of information that is given to us in European and
World history classes? Why do we have to learn Chinese as a language to learn the smallest
drop of culture? Why am I, as an Asian American, a permanent foreigner in my own country’s
history?

In the current California school system, a variety of different history classes are needed
to graduate high school, including a World History. This class is supposed to cover history from
all continents, however, it’s a bit more complex than that. For instance, some schools offer AP
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European History, which can
cover the world history require-
ment while barely mentioning
anywhere in Asia. U.S. History,
AP or not, also barely includes
mentions of Asian Americans
and their impact on the devel-
opment of America. It discuss-
es immigration, especially the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882,
Pearl Harbor and the Japanese
Internment Camps of America,
but fails to provide extensive
information of any positive
Asian impact on the USA, such
as the building of the Transcon-
tinental Railroad, advances in labor rights, and countless additions to America’s culture. Amer-
ica’s attempt to portray itself in a constant, positive light has led to the erasure and obscurity of
years of social, political, and cultural issues created by immigration and racism throughout the
existence of this country.

Generations of Asian Americans have passed through the American school system, and
generations of them haven’t learned about their own history. Asian History, both in terms of
the countries of Asia and immigration to America, is such an important subject to be taught in
school. The discussion of Asia and Asian Americans in school helps show America’s history in
a true, genuine light, rather than an erased and glossed over version of history. This conversa-
tion also positively impacts Asian Americans, as less information leads to stereotyping and
more information leads to understanding. The gap in Asian American history prevents Asian
American students from seeing themselves in America’s history and understanding who they
are as true Americans. In the future, we must strive to add Asian American history to school
curriculums. The upcoming ethnic studies requirement in California is a step on the very long
road to historical equality, and will open up many new possibilities to a diverse historical edu-
cation.

Academia: Behind The Scenes

How is it that schools have the ability to shape young minds? I bet you’re wondering
why you are required to learn the subjects you do. An insight on the process of forming these
guidelines will be given as well as the components of a sturdy curriculum. The school curricu-
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lum isn’t some random list of lessons; it is the knowledge that you bring with you throughout
your life should you pay proper heed to it. Wouldn’t you like to know exactly what goes on be-
hind the scenes at your school’s district? By the time you reach the end of this article, the un-
derstanding of what it is you’re learning in school will become more clear.

Let us begin with who exactly creates the curriculum of each and every school. The cur-
riculum itself is the final product of going through many different levels. The development pro-
cess begins with the framework. This “skeleton” created by the Instructional Quality Commis-
sion provides certain guidelines in which the school’s curriculum will follow. Based on the
course it is for, these can include things such as what students are expected to already know go-
ing into the next grade, expectations of the teacher, and even tips that can enhance a student’s
learning experience. With this, each state will develop a general curriculum for their schools to
follow. This state curriculum is created with the help of all school branches; districts, experts,
administrators, etc. Finally, from the foundation of the skeleton and state curriculum, the in-
class lessons and work planning come from the teachers themselves.

Now for the components of a well-written curriculum. The main thing a good curricu-
lum needs is a set of goals. These goals are what the teacher aims to accomplish in educating
their students. What is included in the curriculum is a reflection of what the teachers and devel-
opers have observed in previous curriculums: updated lessons, making better use of new re-
sources, or developing ways to get students more engaged and involved. A curriculum must
first be created to save the teacher time and allow for efficient learning. In a classroom and
throughout the school year, there is limited time to be able to teach every little detail. A stu-
dent’s learning foundation is weakened when the teacher is rushing through all sorts of unor-
ganized lesson plans. Students’ needs are also considered during the development process; their
needs, potential techniques to improve learning, and even making sure that the material is un-
derstood by their parents. Another important topic is the environment in which the curriculum is
being developed; sometimes certain sub-
jects can contradict what the school’s
area originally believes in.

Language

All in all, a curriculum is really
the backbone of what a school is and _
what it stands for. While there are many T S
different perspectives on how a curricu-
lum should be made and taught, it all
boils down to needing to be able to shape Primary School
the minds of each and every student. A Currieulum
curriculum is an ever-changing product
of careful consideration and effort from
developers like the state down to the
teachers themselves and onto the words,
numbers, and characters you read.

education
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The Conejo Valley Botanic Garden, lo-
cated at 400 W Gainsborough Road,
Thousand Oaks, is run completely by
volunteers. Visitors from the local area
frequently stop by for a hike or just to
enjoy nature. For the past year, we've
been co-leading a team of high school
volunteers organized by the CCCA in
carrying out numerous ecological pro-
jects along the garden's creek. Our
team currently consists of Edward Fei
(OPHS), Mia Kim (SSHS), Ryan Bennett
(OPHS), Daniel Hu (OPHS), and Caitlyn
Deprano (OPHS).

Last summer, one of the major pro-
jects we worked on involved collecting
insect and plant specimens around the
garden. The end goal of this project
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was to put together a book of laminat-
ed sheets with labeled dried specimens.
We explored various methods in how
we could catch the insects, which
served as a bit of a challenge for us.
We resorted to placing the insect
specimens in plastic vials. Obtaining the
plant specimens was not difficult, as it
was just a matter of choosing which
part of the plant would be best for
identification. We used the app "Seek"
to identify as many specimens as we
could before resorting to a more tradi-
tional species book. Through this project,
we were able to acquire a greater under-
standing of the extent of biodiversity within
the garden and gain more experience in col-
lecting and preserving specimens.
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Toward the end of last year, we performed data analysis on water chemistry
measurements, including pH, total dissolved solids (TDS), and dissolved oxygen,
taken from the end of 2021 to the beginning of 2022. We used an online geo-
graphic mapping software called ArcGIS to observe how these measurements
fluctuated as the creekwater moved downstream. Our most significant finding was
that the dissolved oxygen levels of the creekwater increased from 25% to 200%
as it flowed from start to finish. These figures were ultimately used to support a
grant proposal to the Thousand Oaks City Council, which was approved.

Recently, we've focused our efforts to remove invasive plant spe-
cies such as Brazilian Pepper and Ash trees in areas of major
overgrowth. In doing so, we hope fo provide a space for native
species to expand and thrive. We plan on buying and planting
more non-invasive trees in the areas that we cleared using the
grant money. In trying various methods, such as placing a log un-
derneath the newly transplanted tree to assist in retaining soil
moisture, we hope to create the ideal environment for each new
tree species.
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BRHE 805-381-7356

TRIEBBEE

ki) 805-493-1939

H 805-480-1887

T B AM

Bl 818-279-3469

I 818-887-1711
PRAKEREBE—BIZEIE

R 805-338-7596

KB sxczhu@gmail.com

EZERERER T BN A

VA (Ling Wu)

BB 7% (Edward Wu) 818-292-3543

BRAIRGELRIER T B
Conejo Valley Happy Moms Club
happymomclub2018@gmail.com
seEw
BUAFH%E— =1 7:30 PM-9 PM
W 805-529-8891

TH B £ B £E3E (Entrepreneur Club)
FISCHT (Trwin) 805-341-3358
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FREEH (Senior)
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(CAPA)

RIIRE

255 (Line Dance)

43 (Linda Kung)

2RENE

§®0%%

phoenixperformingart.org

805-559-0487

805-852-2268
818-707-9243

818-517-5370
805-208-5188
213-359-2320
805-433-5202
818-889-4739
805-376-0108

7:30 AM — 9:30 AM
818-991-8149
805-778-0702

7:30 AM ~ 9 PM
818-889-5643

8 pM — 10 PM
2:30pM — 5pPM
805-230-9783

tobadminton.org

818-518-4262
805-300-3680

818-632-8958

Carnatlon Arts and Culture Group (CACG)

Carnationdancing@gmail.com

nul—

DA BB A g A E)

MMBREHERF . wxul01@yahoo.com


http://chinese.cccto.org
http://ccsv.us
http://cvccc.org
mailto:sxczhu%40gmail.com?subject=
http://phoenixperformingart.org
http://www.tobadminton.org
mailto:wxu101%40yahoo.com?subject=
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}% /,6‘\ "F i L4k "%'@\ Conejo Chinese Cultural Association
BAEHI AL
R FE R B BN RN, IAIX A B A BT A 2 R R JiE
R HER AT 19804, NIRSE I R AR IR, HESIhRE A (i e & 53N
WE. UL BEEEE); BRI AR, MRk B A X SO TR
e AL AR, RS IR AT R BRSO RS IR S (TR P OO Ui
Hul TARBERS. BrEMsy. B, SR, SUEST. Saline.. 55 AR
FEIAIER o N BEHER NS M) K PRS0 ), ARt T xRl AR S TR R
B, TS RmhEsmiR. ARESIEESIAT, WA IREYR Siccca-tocs.org.
TSR EIs AN, BRI R IR REOR B B AR IR
AR5, degemss, HFRAscFy o, WA TEa s, 22 —Fa
i BechdTT, M —5kak, RERKAE R, KERH. F B AT
HATARMERS S BT A S E R S IEYR B ] S e G R A PR g B SRR Ky
NALI RS ; AR AR B SR N o RERTEDRIE 2 28 8 ccca-tocs.org B o
I RAEYSTUEZ T, IE IR <secretary@ccca-tocs.org>
FEATRlER, 15 B ) <info@ccca-tocs.org>

oy ¥

CCCA Scholarship Program

Academic Merit Award

CCCA Scholarship Program provides two types of scholarship annually to the qualified local high school
seniors. The application period starts from the beginning of January to the end of March, go to CCCA
website www.ccca-tocs.org for updated qualification requirement, guidelines, and application forms. All

scholarship winners will be awarded at his/her High School Senior Award Night.

Academic Merit Scholarship

To recognize the academic achievement both in English School and in Chinese School, CCCA offers
Academic Merit Scholarship of up to $500 to each selected winners of local high school college-bound
seniors, who gains Grade Point Average (unweighted GPA) of 3.50 or above in high school, had attended
Thousand Oaks Chinese School for at least five years, completed at least 8th grade in Thousand Oaks

Chinese School, and is admitted to a two or four years college or university.

Community Service Scholarship (Thousand Oaks High School Seniors only)
As a part of its goals and objectives, CCCA offers a Community Service Scholarship of up to $300 to
the most qualified Thousand Oaks High School senior, who is committed to community services. A

nomination from Thousand Oaks High School teachers or counselors is required.
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The Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA)

Regular Membership, Lifetime Membership, and CCCA Patron Program

A. Regular Member:

1. Enjoy rights to vote and eligibility to run for elections, as defined by the CCCA Bylaws.

2. Access to all events sponsored by CCCA.

3. Enjoy two complimentary editions of CCCA Journal.

4. The regular membership due is $20 per family, with membership valid from September 1*
of the year, to August 31* the following year.

5. Every family of Thousand Oaks Chinese School students is required to pay the CCCA
annual membership fee at registration, and enjoy the Regular Membership of that year.

B. Lifetime Member:

Enjoy all the rights and privileges as are provided to the CCCA Regular Membership.
Enjoy early notification and ticket pre-sale on major CCCA events for preferred seating options.
Enjoy honorary recognition in every edition of CCCA Journal.

The Lifetime Membership fee is $400, and good for lifetime.

For Lifetime Members with children attending Thousand Oaks Chinese School, the annual
membership fee of $20 will still be charged at the registration but will be reimbursed at the
end of registration period.

C. CCCA Patron:
1. All donations are gladly accepted and are tax deductible.
2. Donors receive honorary recognition in CCCA Journal.

AN

All fees are non-refundable and non-transferable.
Please email info@ccca-tocs.org for questions.

4 3 % %44 3 @ {4 Membership Fee and Donations

Chinese Name: English Name:
Address:

E-mail:

Home phone: Cell Phone:

LT would like to become a CCCA Regular Member. A check of $20 is enclosed.
[T would like to become a CCCA Lifetime Member. A check of $400 is enclosed.
1T would like to become a CCCA Patron. A check of $ is enclosed.

Signature Date

Please make check payable to CCCA, and mail it with this form to
P.O. Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
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CCCA Board Members

W4 Name HRATT EMail

FEE Cherry Wang B/ EEEK president@ccca-tocs.org
TELE Kevin Ding RIS 1 LB/ vicepresident@ccca-tocs.org
e Heather Wang P / R secretary@ccca-tocs.org
g Volary Li W R ) controller@ccca-tocs.org
PR Lisa Lee W | S finance@ccca-tocs.org
Mg 54 Jason Mei HICERIRE 1 HE school@ccca-tocs.org
AR SE Enhao Du XREGR/HF pva@ccca-tocs.org
B Hailing Guan TARFERE T4 / R journal@ccca-tocs.org
A Jenny Yan Fal UL FAE center@ccca-tocs.org

e RE Tina Yu HE* S education@ccca-tocs.org
JE R Andy Zhou 1T / A8t/ 185 tech@ccca-tocs.org

A Dong Jiang HAFEIH /5 youthproject@ccca-tocs.org
X375 Liying Liu S/ TEE) senior@ccca-toc.org
) Li Chen T/ AAA events@ccca-tocs.org
T Renee Wen EW HE

R Jianping Zhang HAE

T BT Wendy Wen TEE /BT

HhEE Tina Chulak N EE =

+t= Alina Wang FHAAEIH 18 R

BT Jieming Bao METITR:

FREH Yang Chen THE BE

*#H 1% Committee Chairperson

=i ] Qiong Li SRARFRR | UL R AR

BRI Carol Woo SR S

B Lei Tsui SRR | B AR

W Jianmei Pan AL ) H/DAETH
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CCCA Event Calendar

§NU%%
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Saturday, August 20,2022 | TOCS First Day of School 25— {22 TOCS isSiEn
Saturday, September 10, 2022 | 5 Chinese Cultural Day/Mid Autumn 55 7 JE Hr 2 U4 £ i?t 1(3:12/21; B2 |
Sunday, September 18,2022 | CCCA Board Meeting #1 55— FEAHE g 2 iy Zoom FEE
Sunday, October 2, 2022 HEHHT Senior Citizen Gathering <5 H KT 5)) CCccC X7 5
October, 2022 CCCA Journal Publishing - Fall Issue T MRS FKZE T Hi ] TOCS EHL
Sunday, October 30, 2022 Youth Team President Volunteer Serive Award Celebration CCcCC AR
Sunday, December 11,2022 | CCCA Board Meeting #2 25 /XA Hetp H Hgr CCccC FEEF
Dec. 19, 2022 —Jan. 6, 2023 Christmas and New Year Break NA
Saturday, January 7, 2023 TOCS Second Semesters Starts 552 Hf{5H 52 TOCS g 53
Sunday, January 15, 2023 CCCA President Gathering BRI CCcC FEE
Saturday, January 21, 2023 "L E T4 Chinese New Year - Year of Rabbit  (KAFAI—) "
Saturday, February 4, 2023 | CNYP FHE#EIEE (Tl 1Y) 1?[ }(;11:21;: THL%E
Sunday, January 28, 2023 Spring Banquet %% TBD K53
Monday, January 31, 2023 Deadline for TOCS Principal renewal THRH SRR REATE T | NA TFREE
Sunday, March 12, 2023 CCCA Board Meeting #3 45 — IR A H Sy Zoom FEE
) Deadline for TOCS Principal candidate Nomination TH5H1 SCEEARAR s
Wednesday, Mareh 15, 2023 {42480k (optional, needed only if current Principal does not renew) NA L
Saturday, March 25, 2023 TP SRR BIRIE 52 TOCS HES
Friday, March 31, 2023 Deadline for CCCA Scholarship Application FEAHEWGALE GRERL L | NA R
Friday, March 31, 2023 Deadline for CCCA director nomination A HEFILFEIRAE L | NA FElifE
B A A B S,
Saturday, April 1, 2023 Voting day for TOCS Principal LT AR SO R R A B TOCS T RE £ T
(optional, needed only if current Principal does not renew)
Saturday, April 15&22 Spring break
April, 2023 CCCA Journal Publishing - Spring Issue T HERERES T T NA VTS
Official Announcement of CCCA VP & Directors Election results
Saturday, May 6, 2023 s s PR TOCS TH
e ey A B R 05 198 N BB B 1 QR S A B SR BRAT R A 4 .
Sunday, May 7, 2023 Mother’s Day Celebration 5 NP CCcCcC LB T/ R it
. sg 81, Local High | . i
Mid May ~ Early June, 2023 | 2022 CCCA Scholarship Presentation £ £ & HHiHEE 252 45 Schools g SN
May 27~29, 2023 CCCA Memorial Weekend Camping A HE 7 #IE E TBD i 5 /RRH
) Last Day of TOCS / Graduation Ceremony . i
3 ,202 " TOCS
Saturday, June 3, 2023 e Mgy =
Sunday, June 11, 2023 CCCA Board Transition Meeting FEA- 3 1 4 484k R & CCCC FRE
June - July-Aug, 2023 CCCA Youth Project Summer Camp HEA el /0 47 CCccC R
Vary CCCA Seminar FEAF 17 A CCccC A
TBD, 2022 Chinese Cultural Day H13E 300 H 1O Civie R
Art Plaza
Vary CCCA Seminar FE#A e {35 CCCcC Vary

Spring 2023
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Staff Directory

Title Name
T&‘% Prlnc1pal %ﬁ ]ason Mei

HHRIFR Assistant Principal

LB TR . .
REJE Li Xiong

W RIFR Assistant Principal

Wka23E Vera Yao

HOBAH /FbEE Academics Director

FERZS Jennifer Kang

HOH A 5 E) 3rd period Academics Director

+ = Alina Wang

A4 /Prek, K.EC Academics Director B B T Lillian Chen
AR 4 /1-3F 4% Academics Director 7 W QiLi
ZO%sHH 14-6F-4% Academics Director HRRIR Han Weijuan

HH 40 17-94E8% Academics Director

T FE Huang Weihua

W##H Budgeting Director

R Jasmine Li

HHH Copy Room/Purchasing

PRI Caroline Lin

BFEIAR 1T Director JHA~ Eddy Hsu
A YEARBOOK M. IR Renee Wen
FEsE Registration Director fETHEIN YaJu Chien

Al fitksH /@ FHAH Registration/Website Posting AL Helen Xie
1EE)H Recreation Director BREE A Bill Chen
#3EAH Campus Security Director 1% Haijun Wan
SSENE /535 4H Copy Room Director 2 4 John Yang
#I7E4H Campus Patrol Director T %% Hui-Ying Ting
W RET School Advisor #F R 8 Chiaming Hsu
MR School Advisor TERE R Tina Yu
HFREM School Advisor BEMEAR Wanlin Yeh

M School Advisor

+ M Heather Wang
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TOCS Calendar of Events
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H A TE ) HEAN
08/06/22 BRI TEN Bk g
08/13 BT A R B gy
08/20 AR (5 —fi MG oS N=
09/03 i H, ALk
09/10 TOCS Moon Festival HHRK Fili i 5] W3
09/10 CCCA XftH CCCA/TOCS/PVA
09/17 BB BRI T
10/08 TOCS FKZ=EAT L 28 (SR =
B SCCCSHF N & B K= AT L 2 =

WESC, B, Fk, Mg
11/26 =, ALk
12/03 (19-5% Grade) s 7 HF% M (6-8 Grade) FP SCH a5 B N T
12/17 _EEHRE IR AL R

TOCSEEFEHH R & TRt /A6 5 3
12/24/22-1/2/23 | Winter Break - ZIM HIBI I, 5T 4% RS
01/07/23 BB g5 e
01/28 B WhERTE
02/04 CCCA BEHEHE( 1/205H0) CCCA
TBD SCCCSF BTN B E H 44 +t=
02/11 PR L B R
02/18 i H, ALk
03/25 TG BRI ) TOCS/PVA
TBD SRR A AP SUREEE F=
03/31 CCCA #EEG# FHREH CCCA
TBD SCCCSH M & =2M L % Ehli/
04/08 & 04/15 | B, A&t
05/06 TOCSHHEL T L H) PRIt /45
05/07 CCCAREH Hii B HUEH) CCCA
05/13-5/20 WA TOCS %l
05/20 APHSUIRE G EFRREH RS
05/27 PR i B I B H G
05/27-5/29 CCCARFEHH) CCCA
06/03 & S MRS G = IR EEITEAR
TBD MBI/ SCCCSFI N E B 2 i WG

Spring 2023
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Teachers & Classroom Assignment
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CLASS ROOM | NAME CLASS ROOM | NAME
EC-1 G-3 | Ziif Jing Li S 4 ‘
o © ) Ar I(@‘&) F-8 | &RHI Minhong Yu
EC-2 G-4 | #{iZ Jacy Kuipers rt (D)
7ir ,
EC-3 G-5 | BIHA Janet Tseng EHE 1A Ge | 1 HE Ryan Jing
Pre-K A G-2 | ZHH Yungi Li Art (I)
KA B-8 | Siif Joyce Chang FH Sketch [-10 | A%l Scott Si
K-B G-1 | I Fengqi Luo
N | P52 A -
1A G-6 | MU Maggie Lin Bl BX 5 8L Chess G-5 | Jack Cashman
ER =23 N N
= G7 | MR Kasey Zhou RO PO 15 bt sherylLee
1-D G-9 | FFHEL Apple Guo Abacus (I)
JI AN :
2-A G-10 | BR7H18 Sophia Chen ik Calligraphy I-6 FEHEA Huimin Long
2-B G-11 | EEHI Yuyu Wang
2D G-12 | BEZETE Linda Tang F T Crafts G-2 | M Kiki Li
3-A [-2 | % ¥4 Tzu-Chien Lin v e
— g EPE@E,@@ G-3 | duf¥% Wei Meng
3-B -3 | HHHE Mingfei Duan Weaving (1)
_— = }}lﬁ%‘h Yun Tang EP@‘%E‘% G-4 | #5EJH Aigi Huang
4-A J-2 | ¥FF5E Melody Tsai Weaving (1I)
2 Rui . =
i e = éﬁul Zhang B RDER F-Hall | 2% ## Phoebe Li
4-C 1-9 Fy 5 Sally Ren Chinese Dance ()
5-A [-10 | #F4E3E Chaohua Hsu Wk
; - . - L i
. 1| {5 Paige Jiang Chinese Kung Fu | F-Hall | “THE Eric Kong
. - Wk i ; a
5-C [-12 | Zx EEAnme Peng A B
6-A J-8 | FRBEIK Sheryl Lee Hard Pen G-1 | BRI Fenggi Luo
6-B J-6 | # K Yimin Huang Calligraphy
6-C J-5 | F4¥ Cairong Battles . ;
N v - A i Li
7 A 4 WS EL Rose Chen B Toastmaster | 1-9 I Mei Liu
7-B J-3 FEEZ Maggie Ma
8-A H-3 | 45K Emily Sung
8-B H-4 | 257 Yang Li
8-C J-1 | HEML Fan Long
9A/AP G-13 | fiT#EUE Emily Mei Chuan Yu
9A/AP G-13 | TUDMif Anita Wang
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PVA Directory
Title Chinese Name English Name#
= MHER Enhao Du
HlE = W% Jun Yang
HIER 2=l Amanda Li
HIER 5 Frank Wang
GUNERSS B2 Kun Yin
il SRFh Cathy Ma
i LRI Zhangyu Liang
R I Jian Cai
S R Angqi Xi
TR TRk Pancheng Wang
R +H Wei Wang
I '] Wenfang Wang
R B Morgan Luo
i SR IGE Esther Zhang
SRETEE - Ping Dong
SREHE X1k Lin Liu

Spring 2023
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TGRS A RS W & g F AR AT — IR B T, BV AR 7, - i BRI i = 1
Jie BEATHETA ZE TSRS S U R BRI EEAR S RN B v SUERAR KR AL o A o+ B
BHATAGHERSAN, WhHE N E b #hkan T ccca-tocs.org

Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA) Journal is a semi-annual publication distributed to Chinese

Families in Conejo Valley, San Fernando Valley, and other cities in Southern California. The CCCA Thousand

Oaks Journal is a free publication, supported entirely by advertising.

hiy B K ) B

Size (width x height") Price

1/4 & (1/4 page) 3.125w x 4.375h" $90

1/2 E (1/2 page) 6.5w x 4.375h" $140

£ B (Whole page) 6.5w x 9h” $280
HIEME (Last page of the magazine) $325
FIEEE (Inside of front cover) $445
HIEKHE (Inside of back cover) $380

$1IE (Back Cover) $580

TSR AFERTIY, FrA TAEAN RS R Se iR B M WZEATI R Bh Sl st praBort; inZi
T, i AR EL 2 R A A R I B e AR O, S LA SO . AR AT TAEA AR
H HE IR

ATRE T PR S B Hd

Please support your community-oriented journal publication. If you are interested, please send camera-ready

to the following contacts:

BEEA: R Elaine Lo elo8890@gmail.com
[HEAD Lucy Fan lucyxh.zeng@gmail.com

CCCA is a non-profit organization. Website: ccca-tocs.org
P.O. Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
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