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Instruction:

1. Select the 1tems, enter the number of coupons you want

2. Enter the dollar amount of the scrip to the left denomination., and
total up the amount for your order.

3. Specify your payment method Check or Cash, write down your name and
contact phone number.

4. Scrip volunteer is on duty the 1 Saturday (available Chinese School day)
of each month.

5. You will be able to pick up your scrips by the following Saturday at
Chinese School (once scrip 1s taken, 1t 1S your responsibility).

6. Mail order 1s accepted too. (please call volunteer for detail)

If you have any question, please call
k%% Ava Chiou at (805) 493-0628
or

FM%  Grace Chang at (818) 991-9418
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CCCA BANKING ACCOUNT STATEMENT and P&L as 6/30/99

Income  Expense

Bank Balance as 6/31/98
Member Fee $ 2,460.00 $2,460.00
Interest Income 7/1/98 to 6/30/99 $71.25 $71.25
*(1) X'mas Party $5,719.00 $ (3,476.01) $2,242.99
*(2) Newsletter - Fall '98 $1,300.00 $(1,774.40) $ (474.40)
- Spring '99 $1,660.00 $(2,163.62) $ (503.62)
*(3) Script Sales 11/98 - 6/99 $2,079.11 $2,079.11
*(4) Scholarship Donation (For This Year) $4,750.00 $(330.00) $4,420.00
Scholarship Distributed (For last Year ) $ (1,050.00) $(1,050.00)
*(5) Chinese New Year Celebration $6,570.00 $ (6,963.63) $ (393.63)
*(6) Donation ( Not including Events Donations )~ $ 850.00 $ 850.00
CCCA Scholarship $ (1,920.00) $(1,920.00)
Tennis Tournament $150.00 $291.22) $(141.22)
Teacher Appreciation (@14.5 x 36) $(522.00) $(522.00)
Election - Postage, Printing & flier $(412.79) $412.79)
P.0.Box Rental $(78.00) $(78.00)
Speech & Movie Rental $(133.86) $(133.86)
Farmer Insurance $(262.00) $ (262.00)
Accounting Tax File $175.00 $(350.00) $(175.00)
Webside Set Up Fee $(45.00) $(45.00)
Others $(553.51) $(553.51)
Totals $ $(20,326.04)
25,784.36
Total Income on the book $5,458.32
News Letter Pre-received For Fall '99 $150.00 $ 150.00
Pre-paid Deposit to Civic Art Center in 1999 For Year 2000 $(600.00) $ (600.00)
$ $(20,926.04) -------mmmnnm-
25,934.36

$5,008.32
Bank Balance as 6/30/99
Scholarship Accounts Payable :
(1) Transfer to T.O. Chinese School:
This Year Donated Scholarship Balance to TOCS in 7/99 $

(3,670.00)

Last Year Donated Scholarship Balance to TOCS 1n 7/99
(2) Scholarship in CCCA:

$9,118.29

$14,576.61

$14,126.61

$ (3,670.00)

$ (1,370.00)



This Year Donated Scholarship Balance in CCCA
Last Year Donated Scholarship Balance in CCCA
Last Year Donated Scholarship Paid in This Year
Prepaid Expense for 1999

Account Receivable - PVA Danation

Actual Income/Loss for Physical year 1998-1999
Actual CCCA Account Balance

TR 20k

New Year Party: 7 ARH | Tennis Tournament: 55 B3
$550 $150

New Year Party: BPZES. | I5#4% (ECHO)
$200 $200

i

1998 X* Mas party : T $50  HHSCE $50

\

FF$50 WmEME | EREE S0 SR $50
$50

B $50  UHEAE $50
RGN $50  BRAESL

$50

$ (750.00) $ (750.00)

$(1,310.00)
$1,050.00
$ 450.00
$500.00
$ 2,588,370 ~eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees
$7,026.61
CCCA EEER{H4EHS
$100

L - BN

$750

#2350

B =$100

% #$100
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Diear parents and students, S EREST C

The 1999 Fall Semiester will stari on Seplember _
11. Please follomer the inform ation down bel ow 1o 1999'#_&*&*5?‘&'5 + g B

fi ish your registration. BTARMSERS FH

Thousnd Caks Chinese § chool FH#+ 3 FA

Tuition for 1999 — 2000 School Year

First 2 children others FPreschool
school tuition per chald 1240 220 $150
parents volunteer association/ 15
shrdent activnity fee
COCA membership E10 per faraly

Regigtration date: %/11/9%

Pre-Registration dates: &/5/99, &/12/9% and &/ 12/52

E10 off regular tuition fee for each student.

Registration location: at Theusand Oaks Chinese School (2323 Maorth Moorpark Ed., Thousand
Oaks)

Refund: 20% of the twikon will be refundedif the student 15 withdrawn within the first two
weelks V5% of the tuttion will be refunded if the withdrawal cccurs duning the third or the fourth
week. 50% of the tuition will be refunded 1f the withdrawal ocours before the end of first
semester. There will be no refund after second semester,

Late Registration: After the first 3 weeks, alate charge of £15 per child is re quired

Check payable: All checks should be made payable to CCOCA

&chool Program Overview

The school day 15 divided 1nto three penods. The frs two periods consist of the zeneral languagze
classes. The third penod 15 for electives.

Language Class: 1st period: 9:15 AN-10:15 AN 2nd peiod: 10:25 ANM-11:25 AN
Available For regular preschool, kindergarten, first through tenth grade, and reading/writing class,

Electives 3rd period: 11:30 AM-12:20 PM

Chinese Dancmng, Muosaic, Brush & Ink Calligraphy, Martial Arts, Ping-Pong, Ongami, History &
Culture, Chinese Enotting, Home Econormics, Arts & Crafts, Chinese Jeopardy Contest
Preparation, and Sports.

Chinese Enotting and Home Economics are for students age 10 and older. IMatenial fees may be
charged for selected classes.

cwitching around elective classes 12 not allowed after registration
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Thousand Oaks Chinese School Registration Form

Tuttion | PV A COCA | Stadent Total | FamilyTotal | CKE ash Feg Date Eegistrar

For school use only

Student: Chinese: First: Las:
Sex: DOE: Grade: ID:

Father: Chinese: English:

Mother: Chinese: Enghish:

Address:

Tel: (H) (F axP'F) (Email)

For new students only

Hawve vou ever attended Chinese School betors (T From (Y ear) to

If wez, name of the Chinege School Grade completed

Medical and Emergency Information

Medical Insurance Co. Palicy e
Physician® s name Tel no,
Emergency contact (other than you) Tel. no.

Please specify any medical information that the school and teacher shouldbe aware of:

Release Form

I fatherfmotherflegal suardian of
fully understand that Thousand Oaks Chimese School will not be held responsible for any mishap
and’or accident which may ocour during school. By sigmng this document, [ rebnguish all nghts
of any lawsuit toward the school in case of mishap andlor accident.

Slgnature: Drate:

i e




Statement of Functional Expenses, Thousand Daks Chinese School - Fiscal Year 1999

Sthoolduide Activbles Inter-school Adhilles
Texthook Field e YT Parting  Chinese  Speech Eas ketbal Total Total
Rewenue GenAcm  Classroom  Sakes Iip  Ghow  Misc  Caligephy Jeopandy Posfry Olympics Competfion  PY1933  FY1398
Fewanue F1LBS7T 00 A2 00 08700 £50,00 5.690.00 6927575
Doration Z416.00 BO00 31600 20000 4420000 40000
Matching Gift 220000 200,00 20000 270000
Schaolarship Furd 1,220,00 1.580.00
Mise Incoeme 22700 227.00 70900
Intenast 1,398 .24 1,398.24 109265
Total Revenue #WATTT 24 42200 3051700 oo 000 0,00 a0 0000 110500 40000 86,3254 V207740
Expenses
cost 101Z00 242600 80000 15500 22000 12000 26400 162500 ZE000 627200 303972
Classroomn -acthdty fee 248000 349000 368200
iZl assroom Coping BE2E 60238  1,600.M
Classroom-sumlies 1,986 54 198694 192135
Depreci ation 4,021 36 4,021.35
i3ifts 10085 6936 &4 100 2314.M
Lucky monay 26600 15600
Meals 50562 100,00 2692 ZE00 T120ET Za00 113815 1,730.20
Mambranip 7500 75.00 i5.00
Mileane 250,05 24910 120919
hiscelanenus Td.00 1000 TR
Mewletter J1548 31546
Pictunes 16862 15852
Fostaoe 14629 14629 132144
Frirting 37664 ITEAE 196231
Public Felations 121113 1,211.13 Too.74
Rert 18,560 82 18,565.83 1453565
Repar 1,254.70 1.254.70 21596
schokrship 1,280,00 1.220.00
Seminars 79300 Faon 265.00 350,00
Supmlies 106136 610 20 Ag TE000 1,200 H 0677
Teacher Com pansation 3324000 3324000 32.100.00
Teather reference maend 41 .20 54130
Teat hertraini g FE0.00 26000 102325
Telephone 262 96 262 96
TrophiesiAmerd s G904, 71 4000 124411
¥ ebsiter'Sofwares 52229 53229
COCA Charge 176,00 175.00
Total Expense 1429097 5943345 1200 354185 60000 255.00 75629 15046 41400 1.745.57 709.00 $291279 6339361
Het 6642707 5943245 52000 49025 0000 25500 45629 15046 2600 E4057 20000 341245 817879
Transfers 6307462 5943245 520000 49025 60000 25500 75629 15046 2600 64057 20900 0.0m

Net Change J412.45 .00 0.00 .00 0oy 000 0.00 oy 000 0.00 0o 341245 84767




Thousand Oaks Chinese School Thousand Daks Chinese School
Balance Sheet {without PWVA) Income Statement (without PWVA)
30-Jun-S9 30-Jun-49
Assets
FY939 FYag FY39 FY9g
Cash and Cash Eqguivalencies 0223347 49 093.08 Tuition 71 B57.00 B9 E75TA
Arccounts Receivable 2.305.39 Feoos 4 0=3.00
Merchandise Inventony 1.200.37 Clonation 4 43000 40000
Library Colledion Tih. 44 Matching =ifts 270000
FPrepaid Expense J00.00 achalarship Fund 1.,880.00
Total Current Ass els 35,895.67 49.793.08 Misc Income 22700 70500
Interest Income 1,398.24 109265
Furmiture & Equipment 719.02 £33.28 Total Revenue 86,32524 207740
Eguipment 11,192.12 237480
Computer Software 470,73 470,73 Classrooms Activ lies a0 43545 55 85653
Accumulated Depreciation (10,021.35) SchookWide Activities 4 39685
Total Fized Assets 2,.360.52 J1476.81 Inter-School Activities 377532 308972
General Administration 1530217 4 95036
Total Assets 58,216.19 53,271.89 Total Expense 82,912.79 63,8986 1
Increase in Net Ass ets 341245 8,178.79
Liabilities & Met Assets
Accrued Expense s fbh3.85 g/ .5l
Accounts Paysble- Afilates gE0.50
Total Liahilities 162435 87.50
Met Ascels 53,184 39 45 005,60
Increase in Met Assets 3407 .45 8,178.73
Total Het Ass ets 56,591.84 53,184.39
Total Liahilities and Met Assets 58,216.19 53.271.89
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( Thousand Oaks Chinese S chool PVA Income Statement)

From September 11,1998 to June 30, 1999

Beginning Balance on 09/01/98
Eevenues (A0

Script | A EH &)

Lunch { #F# )

T-shirt and Backbag { T-Shirtfe &4, )
Interest Tncome { ] B )

PVAFees { FEEE )

Feceivable PV A Fees { ML E# & )

Picnic Tickets ( F M A4 F 5

Total Revenues { 3% 2 )

Expenzes { FH )

Welcome Eefreshments { 287 §r £ 25 )
Teacher Appreciated Day { 20508 )
Holloween Party { B8 752 )

P Fee Eefund( B 75 8% |

Christmas & New Year Paty(E# 7 & B HE R
Ficld Game (1€ 8 8

Election For 1999-2000 (FV A &)
Teacher Appreciation Dinner { #H&F )
Mowie Tickets (£ # R)

FPacnic (5 85 #6)

Copy Machine Estimate (78 FF 48 T8 &)
Checl: Printing Chares { #7 # & 2
Dionated to CCOCA (88 HC0CCA)

Total Expenses { #% # )

Net Income { #:3 )

$ 942194
Year to Date

4,340.00
1,711.50
350,00
459 46
4,%95.00
570.00
78.00

12,993 96

H6.28
182,54
53349

30.00
208.535
75785

95.09

1,570.11
1,837.50
1,747.22
4,100.00

11.96

500.00

$12,040.59

$ 95337
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Dear reader:

As the request of several parents
and students, the writers of the
Conejo Chinese Cultural
Association Newsletter have
compiled a guide of surrounding
high schools. Each school
summary includes both perinent
statistics for easy comparison and
a brief synopsis describing the
general atmosphere of the
campus. We hope that the
information provided will help
both students and parents
become familiar with the offerings
and quality of local educational
facilities. Although this issue
showcases area high schools,
future newsletter issuses will report
on local middle schools, so stay
tuned.

We would also like to extend our
congratulations to the graduated

Class of 1999!! Best wishes to you
in all that you do. We’ Il miss you
much

~Your Senior Advisors

Yashih Wu and Richard Guo
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Westlake High School

By: Tina Yang

Name: Agoura High School

City/Location: Agoura Hills

School District: Las Virgenes Unified
Graduation Average: 96%

Average SAT Scores: Math= 570, Verbal= 564
Average AP Passing Scores: 73%

Number of AP Courses Offered: 9

Average GPA (unweighted): 3.069

Mascot: Charger Chuck

School Colors: Blue and Gold

Famous Graduates: Heather Graham (actress)
Principal Name: Larry Misel

Address: 28545 W. Driver Ave.

Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Phone Number: (818) 889-1262

Agoura High School

Agoura High School is situated just
west of the San Fernando Valley in a
suburban, residential, high-income
community. Students are from the
incorporated cities of Westlake Village
and Agoura Hills, as wells as areas to
the south of the Santa Monica
Mountains. Agoura High is a National
Blue Ribbon school and received a full
six-year accreditation in June of 1996
from the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC).
Classes run on block schedule in which
classes meet every other day for 113
minutes. Students can be active in
student government and leadership,
two dozen clubs, drama presentations,
music programs, yearbook, newspaper,
and a competitive sports league. As
Angela Sun says, "Agoura High is a
great learning environment where I can
expand my mind but also have fun. GO
CHARGERS!!"




Website:

http://www.lvusd.k12.ca.us/agoura/main_office/

profile.htm

Calabasas High School

Name: Calabasas High School

City/Location: Calabasas

School District: Las Virgenes Unified
Graduation Average: 98% go on to college
Average SAT Scores: Math= 571, Verbal= 544
Average AP Passing Scores: 82%

Number of AP Courses Offered: 9

GPA (weighted): 5.0 A for Honors and AP
COUrses

Mascot: Coyote

School Colors: Brown and Gold

Famous Graduates: Elizabeth Berkeley, the
Menendez Bros., Gabby

Hoffman, Danielle Fishel

Situated in the western end of the
San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles
County, Calabasas High first opened
its doors in the fall of 1975. Just
recently named a California
Distinguished School, Calabasas 18
living up to this honor as it
undergoes a massive operation to
build a new administration office and
thereby making new classrooms for
the growing number of students each
year. In addition to their strong
teaching staff, CHS students have
extensive support from counselors, a
college and career advisor, school
psychologist, speech and language
therapist, library clerk, health clerk,
plant manager, and all other
classified personnel. With an
immense variety of sports, clubs, and
activities from an equestrian team to
the Paintball Club to Envirothon,
each student has the opportunity to
find his/her niche or create one if it
doesn_t already exist. As the title of
the 1998-99 yearbook declares,
there_s "Always Something New" at
CHS.



Principal Name: Jim Christianson
Address: 22855 W. Mulholland Hwy.
Calabasas, CA 91302

Phone Number: (818) 222-7177

Website:

http://www.lvusd.k12.ca.us/calabasas/default.html

Name: Oak Park High School
City/Location: Oak Park

School District: Oak Park

Average SAT Scores: 1073
Average AP Passing Rate: 63%
Number of AP Courses Offered: 13
Average GPA (unweighted): 2.96
Mascot: Eagle

School Colors: Brown and Gold

Famous Graduates: Tarrick Smith (Dallas

Oak Park High School

Oak Park High School is located in the
eastern portion of Ventura County. The
school campus is an excellent facility
stationed in rolling, oak covered hills. The
campus gives the impression of openness
and freedom from congestion. Oak Park_s
courses mostly prepare students for
entrance into UC or Cal State universities.
The school has won a National Blue
Ribbon and has a renowned staff that put
Oak Park in the top 115 schools in the
nation. The dropout rate is virtually zero
due in large part to the small teacher to
student ratio. Oak Park, as a whole, 1s a
very tiny school with a student population
of just over 800 students. This allows for
students to get to know the staff better and
make it easier for students to "shine". "Oak
Park has a great atmosphere, and has
prepared me well for life beyond high
school." _ David Guo



Cowboys_ running back)
Principal Name: Cliff Moore
Address: 899 N. Kanan Rd.
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Phone Number: (818) 735-3300

Name: Royal High School
City/Location: Simi Valley

School District: Simi Valley Unified
Average SAT Scores: 1084

Number of AP Courses Offered: 13
Average GPA (unweighted): 2.89
Mascot: Highlander

School Colors: Green and White

Principal Name: Not Yet Elected

Royal High School

Royal High School is a Blue Ribbon
School and its alumni was formed in 1996.
Royal has a comprehensive library that
includes twelve computers. Students may
access the internet and use a word
processor to finish their homework. Royal
provides computer aided math and English
programs. They also have a nationally
ranked choral music program, a state
recognized work experience program, a
nationally recognized award winning
newspaper, a state recognized speech and
debate program, and a highly ranked water
polo team. Annie Kou, a former student of
Royal High School, says, "The teachers of
Royal High are great path finders. I have
been directed on the path to success thanks
to Royal High School."



Address: 1402 Royal Ave.

Simi Valley, CA 93065

Phone Number: (805) 520-6897

Website:

http://coke.physics.ucla.edi/laptag/Royal.dir

Name: Simi Valley High School
City/Location: Simi Valley

School District: Simi Valley Unified
Graduation Average: 95%

Average SAT Scores: Math= 561, Verbal=
537

Number of AP Courses Offered: 14

GPA (weighted): 5.0 A for honors and AP
classes

Simi Valley High School

Simi Valley High is a California
Distinguished School that will soon be
entering its seventy-ninth year. As of
last year, 92 teachers, 44% of which
have advanced degrees, taught the 2,329
students enrolled in grades 9 through 12.
Simi Valley offers a variety of classes in
9 departments in addition to extra-
curricular clubs, activities, and
interscholastic competitions, including
sports teams, fine arts ensembles and
competitive academic teams (e.g.
Academic Decathlon, Mock Trial, and
Knowledge Bowl). The student body is
comprised of 25% minority races with
6.6% of the total student body being
Asian, 2% Filipino, and 0.2% pacific



Mascot: Pioneer

School Colors: Burgundy and White
Principal Name: H. Dennis Rast
Address: 5400 Cochran St.

Simi Valley, CA 93065

Phone Number: (805) 577-1400

Website:

islander. "It is a great school, the
teachers are interesting and the students
are nice," says Julia Lee who will be a
senior in fall of _99.

http://www.simi.k12.ca.us/edserv/Report30/ssi

Thousand Oaks High School

Name: Thousand Oaks High School
City/Location: Thousand Oaks

School District: Conejo Valley Unified
Graduation Average: 99%

Average SAT Scores: Math= 572, Verbal=

Thousand Oaks High School, a California
top 100 school, was started in 1962 and has
a student population of about 2400
students. The student body is composed of
a variety of students of different
backgrounds and cultures, 6.8% of whom
are Asian. There are many clubs and
organizations on campus that the student
can join such as the band, which has
marched in the Rose Parade in 1999;
Jjournalism and yearbook, both of which are



546
Average AP Passing Scores: 76%
AP Courses Offered: 11

GPA (weighted): 5.0 A for Honors and AP
courses

Mascot: Lancer
School Colors: Green and White

Famous Graduates: Michael Richards
(actor)

Principal: Jo-Ann Yoos

Address: 2323 Moorpark Rd.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Phone Number: (805) 495-7491

Website: http://www.tohs.org

ranked within the top 10 in the nation;
athletics, or any of the many clubs offered
by the school. The TOHS mascot is best
personified by the lancer statue made of
melted spoons and hubcaps in the quad.
Once a month there is a rally to get the
Lancers together and to show some Lancer
spirit. All in all, TOHS is a fun yet
academically strong school.

Westlake High School




Name: Westlake High School

City/Location: Westlake Village

School District: Conejo Valley Unified
Graduation Average: 99.9%

Average SAT Scores: Math= 565, Verbal= 543
Average AP Passing Scores: 77%

Mascot: Warrior

School Colors: Blue and Orange

Famous Graduates: Cobi Jones (LA Galaxy_s
forward, World Cup soccer

player)

Principal Name: Curt Luft (just retired)
Address: 100 N. Lakeview Canyon Rd.
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Phone Number: (805) 497-6711

Website:http://www.vcss.k12.ca.us/conejo/

http://'www.vcnet.com/vikings/

Westlake High School is large
enough to have diversification and
small enough to have warmth.
Classes are offered at multi-levels to
accommodate students_ needs. WHS
offers technology training and
opportunities for enrichment in
business, industrial arts,
consumer/family studies, art and
music. Westlake High places high
priority on recreational and academic
activities and offers tremendous
opportunities for the students.
Westlake is a Blue Ribbon school
and 1n 1994 received a full six-year
accreditation from the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges.
In 1996, Westlake High was also
recognized as a California
Distinguished School. Melody Hsu
states, " I love Westlake High
School! I enjoy the people I m with
and the teachers I learn from. It_s a
great place to spend your high school
life!"



California Council of Chinese Schools Scholarship Essay

Yashih Wu, 12" Grade

"T want to watch Saturday morning cartoons!”  “How come I have to go to school six days a week?”
It snotfair!” These were my complaints that each time my mother reminded me that I had

Chinese School on Saturday. Although I originally viewed these Saturdays as a punishment came to
look forward to each Saturday when rewarding opportunities were opened to me and new friends were
made.

Chinese school has both its tangible and intangible rewards. One way I look at it 1s as a way to keep
my heritage, my sense of identity, my link to my family. Pragmatically, mastering a third language in
addition to English and Spanish gives me that extra edge in this competitive world; In addition,
knowledge of my culture allows me to share it with others as I did with the New Year Festival I
chaired at my high school. With experience from two very different cultures, I have a greater
understanding of people and I have the ability to choose the best of each culture and combine them in
me.

However, Chinese school has taught me so much more than just my language and culture. By
encouraging me to participate in the Chinese poetry recital contest, my teacher trained me to slowly
overcome my fear of public speaking and increase my self-confidence. While at the Southern
California Chinese School Games I discovered an ability to long jump when I thought I could only
run. As Editor-in-Chief of the Thousand Oaks Chinese Newsletter and as Secretary of the Yearbook, I
have come to appreciate the time and dedication necessary to put together such a project from editing
to advertising to designing. At our annual Chinese New Year’ s Performance I, as the Master of
Ceremonies, have been with the need to stall for time while a performer frantically prepares himself. I
have further enforced my love of performance with each new activity I engage in, whether it 1s
singing the part of Christine on Phantom of the Opera or jump-jve-and wailing it to a swing number.
I have found such an infinite number of things about my interests, my abilities, and myself as a person
because of all the opportunities that my parents and Thousand Oaks Chinese School have given me. I
have not just grown wiser or older; I have matured into the woman I am today.

Through these countless activities I was fortunate to have met some truly wonderful and
disparate people who have other the years become my most intimate friends. I realize now that
although I will probably forget much of the Chinese vocabulary I have learned, I will never forget
these ineffable memories I share with my best friends. For all this and more I give my sincerest thanks
to Thousand Oaks Chinese School.



CCCA Scholarship Essay

Richard Guo, 12" grade

Of all the experience I"  ve had in the past, Chinese school has perhaps been the most
meaningful. There I’ ve not only learned to refine my Mandarin, but have also found some of my
greatest friends.

Through learning the Mandarin, ' ve broken the language barrier that once stood between
my grandfather and me. This has allowed me to cultivate a new, more personal relationship with him.
Whereas before, my parents were forced to translate my words to him, I can now

directly speak to my grandfather. In him, I ve found a lively old man filled with stories of an
amazing past. From his stories of Chiang Kei-Shiek to his life during World War II, ' ve discovered
another dimension to this man I once barely knew and understood.

Chinese School has also given me something equally as important. It has helped me gain some
of my most important friendships. Although I only see them once a week, my Chinese school friends
has become a major part of my life. They are the ones that truly understand what I am going through
as a teenager struggling with a Chinese heritage and an American environment; they are the ones that
I can truly confide in when I need someone to listen and relate to. Furthermore, in a world where I
could have been let astray, they” ve helped me steer clear of the temptations of teenage life. I am a
better person because of the friends I'  ve made at Chinese school, and I think tem from the bottom of
my heart for that.

As I move on to the hills of Northern California, I will take with me the fond memories of the
little Chinese school I attended in Thousand Oaks. I will remember the tests and dances, the plays, the
friends, and most importantly the atmosphere that made me proud if who I am: a Chinese-American.

CCCA Scholarship Essay

Spencer Chen

The most remarkable Chinese custom is . . . the taking off of footwear when entering a house. This
feat may not seem remarkable in it of itself, but it is indeed indicative of something deeper, something
that defines what it means to be Chinese.



One might ask why I would define such a seemingly mundane action as taking off shoes as
remarkable. Pay attention because here is my answer. Taking off one” s shoes is remarkable because
of what 1t symbolizes honor and respect. In this age of selfishness, honor and respect are rarely
exhibited . . . except in Chinese culture.

Chinese culture has everything to do with honor and respect. The slightest disrespect, however
slight, towards others (especially towards one’ s elders) is never tolerated. Another instance where
this Chinese philosophy can be evidenced is the well-known act of “saving face” . To the Chinese,

“face” —one’ s image—is equated with one’ s honor. The often joke about fact that Chinese
people are always “saving face” goes a long way to show how important honor is to a Chinese
person. A third example of the Chinese sense of honor and respect 1s politeness. The polite nature of
the Chinese, including the customary and often-used phrases “Xie xie” (Thank you) and “Bu ke
gi” (You re welcome), is obvious to even the most casual observer and especially noticeable to an
ABC (American Born Chinese).

These are only three of the simplest examples showing how much the Chinese value honor
and respect. Very simply, taking off one” s shoes when entering a house is the perfect representation
of Chinese culture, which is very remarkable, itself. This act (and also Chinese culture) is special
because it represents the value the culture puts in the concepts of honor and respect, which are
remarkably wonderful.
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My Mother Zach Lau,

Ever since I was a little boy, my mother has always been there for me. She has donated time
and money to make sure I get a good education, she’ s always taking time off to help me with my
projects, and she’ s always taking me around to school events, music lessons and more.

My mother always said to me, “ Find what you really like to do and pursue it as your goal.”
This has inspired me to try new things. I still haven’ t found my ultimate goal yet, but when she says
[finditT" 1l know it. Without her I wouldn” t know what I’ d be like today.

Her sending me to summer school and Kumon has motivated me to work harder and try to do
my best. If it weren” t for my mother, I would have poor math and language skills; for it was she that
taught me to read, write and talk. For all the mistakes I have made in life, she has forgiven me just as
long as I don’ t make the same mistake.

Where she lacks in her cooking skills, she makes up 1n her talent, skill and efficiency. She 1s a
very patient woman and 1s willing to help anyone. Knowing that, I can count on her support for
whatever I do. She says that I’ m not a gifted child, but a highly talented one. If I work hard enough,
any task I do will be excellent. For all that she” s done and will do, I am grateful.
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Canejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA) NMewsleatter 15 a semi-annual publication
distributed to Chinese families in the Conejo Valley, San Farnando Valley, and ather cities in
Southern Californem. The CCCA Newslelter is a free publication, supported entrely by
advertising

From now on, we will be doubling our advertising effectrreness by putting all ads, together
with selected articles from the newsletter on our newly launched web site up on vour request,
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Flease support your community new sletter. If yvou are mterested, please contact:

e : EEE TimHou
Tel: 818-222-7163, Fax: 818-551-0059
E-mail; thou3éla@acl com
http - wrwr coca-tocs org
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