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Introduction of Chinege School of Thousand Cuaks

Chinese culbure is rich, abundant and long-lnsting. As immigrants living in America, our familics
cantinued (o sducate our ¢hildren in the Chinese culiure, Understanding the importance of our Ragtory, we
wartted b shane that gifl, not only with owr children, but with our commamity, With that belief, 20 years
ago, Chinese School in Thousand Craks was Tfounded. Today we are renting Eacilities and classrooms from
the Redwood Middle School, Our student range from 5 year olds to persons who are not too old 1o
embrace new language and culture,

The school administrative team oversees planning and direction of the curriculum and operations. The
school has more than 20 teachers who instruct on 10 different levels of Chinese language classes, Chinese
history, calligraphy, painting, kung fu, origami, folk dance, chess, and crafts, ete.

Owr school education emphasizes appreciation of the Chinese culture and Chinese language. Listening,
speaking, reading. mtmg,:ndmmhlm skills we seek to teach. Chinese public speech
contests and poetry recital contesis are held every year. We also send students to competitions that are
attended by contestants from all Chinese Schools i the Southern Californin régioa.

Our Parents and the CVYVOCA hold special events and parties for the students throughout the year. These
events include & year-end pienic, camival, Halloween costieme contest, Christmas party, Chinese Mew
Year Celebration, and more. Chinese scholars and artists are also invited to the school to provide special
seminars and demonstrations.

Thanks to everyone who hus contributed their time money, and effort 1o help the school grow. Your gift
Iias made our school & thriving cultural experience that benefits the entire community
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Lily Wu
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mvolvement is the CVCCA Scholarship awarded to graduating high school senjors
with high academic achievement. Following short essays reflect their experience
from Thousand Oaks Chinese School,

One of the Conejo Valley Chinese Cultural Association traditional community

My Experience at Chinese School cliff S. Lim

Since my command of Mandarin is not very good even though [ studied 7 years in
Chinese school, I decide to write the essay in English.

My experience in Chinese school is very fruitful, for the teachers have taught me 1o
respect the elders, parents and teachers. This is evident from the recommendation letters
from my teachers and Ms, Saterbo (Manager of Manna Food Bank).

[nitially, when I was in Chinese school, I was NOT happy, for the textbook was too
difficult for me and the teacher was assigning too many homeworks. However, with
my mother’s help. I was able to cope with the assignments. Every Friday night, | had
to study until midnight to complete the assignments for the Saturday morning class. I had to
memorize the Chinese characters and the pronunciation. I had great difficulty in making the
proper pronunciation, because for each tone came different word. I struggled for at least 3
years before I could properly pronounce the word. The teachers in Chinese school were
very good, for they had interest in their students. Sometime the teacher called my parents at
home and congratulated me to my parents. [ felt very proud when my father told me that I
had done a great job in studying Chinese.

My last year in Chinese school gave me lots of memory, for | was old enough to
appreciate the Chinese culture, 3 years ago, | went back to Malaysia to visit my
grandparents and they were very impressed how "Chinese" I was even though I was brought
up and educated in the "Western” culture. For instance, when I had dinner with my uncles
and aunties, [ always let them seleet the food first before me and also [ addressed them
properly whenever | saw them. This is contrary to the behavior of my cousin who has never
studied in any Chinese school. My grandparents complained that they were very rude.

I am proud to say that the Chinese school has given me the Chinese culture back.

% o
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What Chinese School Gave Me

In my English class. we are reading Jov Luck Club by Amy Tan. [tis about the
story of four Chinese women who immigrated from China to Amenca. They undergo
many hardships and changes. As they pass their stones down lo their daughters, who are
Amencan born Chinese, they are saddened and disappoinied by the ignorant and
indifferent atutude of their daughters. Some may say it is a peneration gap, but | say it is
aculture gap. It aggrieves me to think that this story could have been a reflection Upon
mysell and my parents.

Growing up was a rather confusing period for me. | have always lived in a
predominanily while community. 1 was different from the other children at school in
looks and names. When my classmates would ask me where | was from, | would shyly
answer | was Chinese. | was even more different because | had to go to Chinese School
on Saturday mormings. However, funny as it may seem, | never minded. Saturdays was
the ume | could experience being the same as everyone around me, They could not tease
me for they would be teasing themselves. | made friends, fnends | will have for life
because we share a common bond: our heritage.

Chinese School was and is much more than an opportunity for people 10 blend
and make friends. Dunng my twelve years in Chinese School, | was taught 1o speak and
understand the language fluently. | was given the key 1o unlock the mystery behind
ancient traditions, stories, history, culture, and other treasures that will remain enigmatic
for others. What | leamed cannot be compared 1o even the largest diamond o the purest
gold on earth. [t gave me myself, my legacy and that of my ancestors.

Dwelling upon those memorable years brings a smile upon my face, No words
can express the gratifude | have for my parents, for their encouragement pushing me o go
every Saturday. | came home each time with a new piece of myself in place. ! thank
them for not letting me turn into the davghters of the Joy Luck Club 1 tell people [ am
Chinese with my head high and appreciaie the fact that | am a descendant of the greatest
people. My only regret is (o be unable to write this essay in Chinese. However when |
enter the Umiversity of California, Los Angeles in the fall, | will continue my studies in
the Chinese language. Ask me in a couple of years, perhaps | will translate this into
Chinese!

Virginia Tsai

Fosid o,
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CVCCA Scholarship Essay Luey Wiy Yy

Throughout the vears that | was [onunate enough to attend Chinese School, |
learned many things both about mysell, and my culture. Instead of struggling with
my Asian identity i an American society, | adjusted 10 the fact that | was and am an
Asian American in a diverse sociely. Seeing the many familiar [aces of my people
allowed me 1o feel a part of a community in which I could [reely express mysell.

Atlending the Chinese School al an early age helped me to cope with the
differences in culture and language. Speaking Mandarin a1 home automatically
carried over into school. As a resull, | was put into various ESL (English as a
Second [.anguage) classes which alienated me [rom the other students and made me
question my abilities and intelligence. Al the Chinese School however, seeing the
familiar makeup of black hair, brown eyes, and yellow skin tone put all the
insecurities and discomfiture aside. The interactive activilies we engaged ourselves
in broadened our perspectives of the Chinese culture, enabling us to form a haven
[rom which we could escape the misconceptions and stereotypes of sociely.

Annual traditions such as the New Year's celebration encouraged pride i
various Chinese customs and acted as a way in which we could reconnect with our
Asian roots. The traditional dragon dance, performances by the students, and
exchanging of the red envelopes filled with money combined to radiale a sense of
comfor and reassurance- especially among members of the earlier generations who
feared the lost of such experiences for thewr children. These activilies and many
others helped those individuals like mysell who were either born here or moved
here af an early age lo develop a sense of culture, pride, and most importanily, a
Chinese identity.

Over the years [ spent in atlendance at the Chinese School, the knowledge I
attained and the expenences | encountered will remain with me throughout the vears

to come. In developing that sease of belonging, [ was able lo become 2 strong,
ambitious, and confident individual who was not alrwd of ientilving with my

Chinese cullure.
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449

My Chiness School Experience
Yi-Ching Lee
When | was younger, Chinese School denied me the rights to watch Saturday
ne, misking these cartoons was like & football fim missing the

Superbowl]. Even though [ went to school Mondsy through Friday, I still had to go Satrday
um&Hymﬁﬁmdmhwﬁmhhmmnﬁgmﬂgﬂmﬂyfwmlm
others did not. I did not understand why I had to do this since lesming about the Chinese
language, bow to write it, and bow to speak it was not sppealing to a young and energetic
boy. However to my dismay, Chinese School was fin. T was sble fo see and work with
other Chinese kids. [ made many friends whom I still know todsy. Chinese School served
its purpose well as it restored my Chinese. Without a this weekly refreshment, all would
have been lost. Chinese was the first language I learned, but now English is my better by
far.

1 do appreciate all that Chinese School has done for me. [ am able to understand
most Chinese wheon it is spoken to me. My parents can talk to me in either Chiness or
Eﬂiﬂmﬁﬁillwmwmqwmhﬂmmmm
use Chinese. 1 also value my Chinese becamse I can communicate with oy grandparents snd
other relatives. Crver the years, I have grown very close to them. Being sble to speak and
understand Chinese has allowed me to do this which is extremely important to me.

Chinese School has aleo prepared me for a promising fisture. [ can vither work bere
in the United States or in Asia. Since T am bilingual, | have a rare characteristic which only
fow can match. After years of Chinese School I have learned to treasure what I have

greatly.
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Alice Tu
hin b

Aing. ring, ring, ring. Smack. As | turn off the alarm, | realize that it is
Saturday, and this means time to wake up for Chinese School. If it weren't for
Chinese School, I'd be sleeping in. That could be a good thing to some people,
but to others it isn't. Sleeping in is wonderful, but why sleep when you have the
chance of broadening your harizons by learning and feeding you brain new
interesting facts and pieces of knowledge.

Ever since | could walk, | have been going to Chinese School. Or at
lgast, that's how long it seems like it has been. Now, don’t get me wrong,
Chinese School wasn't all bad: we had break time and we had snacks at break
time. That was the best par.

Seriously, | would have 1o look back upon Chinese School with happy
memories. My favorite part of each year would be the Chinese New Year's
Party, and the end of the year picnic. Those were always really fun. Maybe, |
lsarned the mast during those times. The differant shows pul on by different
classes would teach us in a very interesting way. Not to discredil the teachers
though; they try very hard to teach us Chinese Amaricans 1o spaak and write
Chinesa.

In Chinesa School, | have also met some life long Chinese friends.
Although America is a very diverse country, | think people still tend to stick to
people of their own race. In fact sometimes | feel more comfortable with Asian
people than other people of different races. | believe my Chinese friends are
the ones that | will most likely keep in touch with throughout college becausa we
saem to have more in common. We can also talk about other people in
Chinese and everyone else won't have a clue what we are talking about.

26



| do have some recommandations for Chinese School though, well at
least for the Chinese New Year's Parly. | think thal instead of promoting those
American gymnasis and things like that we should be promoting Chinese
culture. Afterall, this is our New Year's party. | think thal having each class put
on a little act would contribute a lol. Nol only would the parent’s enjoy seeing
their little babies on stage, but the kids would actually learn from studying the
Chinese culture to put on some kind of a show. It would be interesting and
benaficial to evaryona. This doasn’t mean thal everything has o be in the
Chinese language. We just don't want to forget that the purposa of the program
is to promote the Chinesa culture people.

| am very glad that my parent’s made me go to Chinese School. | think |
learned a ot more than | thought | would. | think it was a positive experiance,
and | also think that it will benefit me a lot considering that | am going to UCLA.
There are so many Chinese people and Asians there, that every time | go visit, |
hear Chinese (and Taiwanesa) people speaking everywhere. To my surprise, |
can understand almost everything they say, and | give a lot of credit to the
Chinese School. Thank you.
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At

Fmisary Cheng
A New Outlook

"N Why do ! have to go?7" These were the first words out of my mouth when my
mather told me that [ had to go to Chinese school every Saturday moming. Then [ screamed, "It's
not going to help me in the future. It's just a waste of tirpz." At first, | just did not want to go to
Chinese school. 1 did nof behieve it was ever gowng to belp me, All | wanted to do with my
Saturdays was to sleep m However. Saturday arrived and my first day of Chinese school was
quite uique It is a Saturday that | will never forget

Our car had just pulled into Waverly Adult School and my parents were going to sign me
up. After about fifleen minutes, | was assigned to the first grade. [ thought to myself, how
embarrassing, a fourth grader being put in a first grade class. | struggled for a few manutes, but
finally strolled into the classroom. As [ entered, | did not know anyone, but what was worse was
the tcacher was speaking only Chinese. | knew it was going to be a loag day. However, as the day
wore on | began to leam the phonscs and it did not seem too hard.

Undoubtedly, the second vear of Chinese school was much better. 1 began to understand
Chinese much better as well as being able to read and write a lintle. In addition, there was an
ncentive with the addition of extra-cumcolar activities, in which 1 ook paper folding. Now
classes scemed to last forever, but once it was 12 o'clock the fun began. In the paper folding class,
wi made birds, pagodas, and shirts out of one dollar bills. Furthermore, what would a paper
folding class be without folding paper airplanes as well, but these airplanes just did not seem to fly
well.

Adter four and half vears of Chunese school, 1 look back to find many positive things about
my expenence, Firgt of all, | discovered that by going to Chinese school, [ spoke more Clunese at
home with my parents. Also, | found that [ was going 1o be able to use my Chinese on our trip to
Tarwan the following summer, after my first vear, Not only was | able to speak fluently, | also
impressed my grandparents. Furthermore, 1 also found that the Chinese New Year's partics,
thrown by the Chinese school, were a great cultural expencnce. | was able try the foods used o
celcbrate the holday as well as leamn about the customs duning the celebration. Lastly, | found
that being able to read and write Chinese will be great help in the future. With a probability in a
pursuil of a business degree, understanding another language, especially Chinese, would be a great
advantage when doing business in the Far East.

When [ was vounger, | just did not belicve that Chinese school was ever going to help. |
Just thought that my parents were finding a new way to punash me. However, as | have grown
older, [ have discovered the advantage of bemng fluent in Chinese as well as the importance of
holding on to my henitage.
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My Chinese School Experience % Iy 15(1

by Helen 5, Yeh

I began studying Chinese in 1987, when I knew how to speak Mandarin with only
a limited Chinese vocabulary. and could not recognize even my written name. [ atiended
the Thousand Oaks Chinese School reluctamtly at first, and learned littde, but became
more assiduous after a few years. Each Saturday, as | met people who excelled in the
language that could potentially broaden my perspectives, 1 felt encouraged o improve my
Chinese. My vocabulary grew as my teacher generously encouraged me to learn more
words and idioms, and as [ learned to use a Chinese dictionary. With that ability, | will
always be able 1o continpe studying Chinese.

Throughout the years [ attended Chinese School. [ experienced various aspects of
the Chinese culture. In class, the wachers often read famous poems, explained the stories
and meanings of many idioms, introduced history, and taught how to celebraw holidays
to the stodents. | remember the poetry recital and calligraphy contests as practices in
Chinese, apan from the classes. Many of the stories my classes read explained historical
figures and four word idiomatic phrases, which deepened my knowledge of Chinese.
Perhaps the Chinese New Year parties were the most memorable, where my classes
sometimes performed, and where [ observed some examples of the celebration of this
holiday.

Only after | began studying Chinese did 1 become aware of the importance of a
second language, especially one that many of my relatives spoke. Each time my relatives
visited me, or 1 visited them. I noticed I could understand more of what they spoke.
Instead of cornplaints that T could not understand the language of my heritage, | heard
praises that | could leam so much Chinese, despite being in America. The Chinese School
has offered me the opportunity to learn much of this valuable asset, both in languape, and
in culture. Although I should have spent more time on Chinese 1o learn more, [ still feel
extremely lucky that I could have anended such a well-planned school, where 1 leamed
not only the Chinese language and the ability to further my studies with the aid of a
Chinese dictionary. but also a deeper appreciation of the Chinese culture,
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My Chinese School experience, beginning in the third grade, was fun and v

educational The Waverly Adult School became a very familiar place to me
during the several yeas | attended Chinese School, the men and women
doing £ Jde ,;. became a common sight, the traffic jams of parents taking
their children, sometimes small toddlers, sometimes mature teenagers, to
class became a given on every Saturday moming and the whole atmosphere
of community bonding made it very memorable.

I remember passing by classrooms and hearing everyone chanting the 3 xnc
alphabet over and over again, or seeing students repeat brushstrokes of
complicated characters, with the teacher standing close by. The heart of the
Chinese School lies with the teachers, the administration, and the support of
the parents. [ remember thinking what a great thing it was to have all these
people care and volunteer their time and efforts for the organization. As a
result, many children who grow up now as Americans are also learning about
the importance of their Chinese heritage and culture.

The language, arts, dance, verse and tradition are only parts of the Chinese
culture, and they are all taught in this place. After moming classes of
academic building of vocabulary and speech, | remember taking an amazingly
diverse number of elective courses, ranging from drawing to flower
arranging, from ballroom dancing to 35 %% |, from arts and crafts to
Chinese knot art. In this broad mix of western and eastern hobbles, the best of
both worlds are combined.

As | grow older, | realize how special it is to have second language, to have
another culture that is so rich, to have had the opportunity to expand upon it
Though | stopped Chinese School for a while, I plan taking more Chinese
language classes in college, classes with more intestity, perhaps, but not with
more fun and feeling of comraderie,
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| started going 1o Thousand Ouks Chinese School when 1 was five. Because 1 had learned 1o speak
Chinese before English, it scemed oaly natural to my parents for me to progress into reading and writing Chinese
uuﬂt.ﬂhnm*clmlwu:lw:mrﬂnrmunmtlh:hnmmgcammnlmyuﬂum since my knowledpe
of English was mpidly culgrowing that of my Chinese with each (English) school day. As 1 was young, however, |
saw Chinese school as only & waste of linie and precious Saturday moming camoons. | remember begging my
parends nod to make me go. | was annoyed by the repetition needed to learn the correct brush strokes and character
recognition, and [ rescnicd the homework piled on top of my regular schoolwork. [t scemed 1o me that learning
Chinese was not a privilege, but a chore F‘qrummmlmuhmﬂuhmiumrmunldidjmamgh
work 1o gel by (and mot get into trooble with my parents), and studied just enough to advance in the grade levels. [n
turn, my munimal work and disdain for Chincse school led w0 my slow downfall in the upper grade levels, [
muddled through my last years in confusion, despair, and frustration, but tried 1o faugh it all off Because for the
ﬂmdﬂlﬂhﬁmﬁmm#mllmmﬁmmnmhmm:ﬂﬂhﬁﬂydmnﬂﬂm
me. Because there is a country with a billion citizens and I would be able to hold a conversation with just about any
one of them. Because there is literature thousands of years old that | would be able to read, understand, and
cherish. Because there arc relatives [ could meet and still have tics with. Because thers is a wealth of knowledge
and opportunity waiting for me half a world away. Because | could speak 1o Chinese people living in the U.S. in
their native tongue, making them more comforiable and open. But I realized all this (0o late, and regrettably, was
too ashamed io start all ever again, learning the basics like ] should have. Staying in the upper class and trying
hopelessly 10 keep up with the others just frustrated me further. Due to this, and my increasing high school work
load, [ finally quit, but did o with the good and honest intention of learning the basics &t home. However, lack of
molivation and inlerest in other things pushed this promise of self-learning to, unfortunately, the present, But the
satisfaction | take in understanding another language in television or conversation has made me think more than
once about going back to Chinese school. Since it is too late for that now, | have decided to, if my schedule
permits, take a Chinese language course in college, in which 1 will hopefully leam the things | should have twelve
YEATS g0, ERIC  (HAMG
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As American businesses grow into a global economy, having a strong hold on an Asian
background and language gives a person a foot up from the others. [ feel that | am fortunate o
be a Chinese American who has had constant exposure 1o my culture. Beginning at an early age, |
have attended Chinese school, learning and enriching my childhood in the process,

As a small child, 1 remember looking forward to Chinese School because of the extra
programs that accompanied it. [ especially enjoved dancing with thick red ribbons and dressing
up in traditional Chinese dresses. When my dance class finally gave a recital, | remember the
incredible feeling I got from performing. It encouraged me 1o pursue other performing arts such
as plano, gymnastics, dance and flute.

I never really liked the academic portion of Chinese School, but 1 realized the importance
of this part of my herilage when I moved from New Jersey to Thousand Oaks. As the time, there
Wwere no extra-curricular activities associated with my new Chinese School and so [ found it hard
to capture my short attention span, However, as my test scores improved from the grades of my
old school, I found leaming the language exciting as well as challenging. One year I even took
first place in my class! To this day, I still remember receiving a call from the teacher. She told me
to study extra hard for the next test so that I could ensure my position at the head of the class.
That moment signifies one of the proudest accomplishments of my life,

Perhaps the most important part of my Chinese School experience was the friends 1 made.
Though it is impossible to maintain all connections, | still smile and greet my former Chinese
School classmates whenever [ see them. ;‘:}ni}"ﬂ HH‘
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THOUSAND QAKS CHINESE SCHOOL 1995/1996 COURSE LAYOUT

ROOM ROOM
§ MAJOR COURSE TEACHER H ELECTIVE COURSE TEACHER
5 PRESCHOOL F W 55 7 ART AND CRAFT & Eacki
BRUSH & INK
6 | KINDERGARTEN (K1) F 3 8 | CALLIGRAPHY A m |
CHINESE CHARACTERS
7 | KINDERGARTEN (K2) L. Btk = 29 | REVIEW g
1z FIRST GRADE (14} [ iRl 12 CHINESE CHESS Hih
13 FIRST GRADE (1B) Pl A7 & CHINESE KONG FU
i
2
17 | SECOND GRADE (2A) 14 8§ i 21 | CHINESE SONGS AR ESEE
18| SECOND GRADE (2B) W 9 HAN YU PIN YIN mEE |
7 HISTORY AND CULTURE
% | THIRD GRADE AR 27 | TOPICS oR i o
21 FOURTH GRADE BB | 17 | orGam 6 it
3 | FIFTH GRADE  ERE 13 | PAINTING AND DRAWING FEE
29 SIXTH GRADE By 24 PRACTICAL CHINESE FEe
27 | SEVENTH GRADE o &3 26 | STORY TELLING PR
EIGHTH GRADE R
ADVANCED READING /
24 | WRITING I

FFRRRFEFRER RIS E A AR RE RS rnﬁm T R Ty LTttt}

W 215am —  10:15am. (1t session)
- o 1025am. — I15am  (2nd session)
BN 11:25am.  -—  1215am.(elective session)
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